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London Festival of Architecture 
1-30 June 2014 

 
Museum of London, House of Muses, © Museum of London 

“Architecture is the cornerstone of any city, and has a  
profound effect on i ts culture, community and economy” 

Patr ic ia Brown, Chair of London Festival of Architecture 
 

London Festival of Architecture (LFA), the annual city-wide celebration of the capital’s 
buildings and landmarks, continues this week with a rich and diverse programme of 
events and activities. 
LFA Chair Patricia Brown said: 
“This year’s festival has a great depth and breadth. Not only does it showcase the 
capital’s great architectural expertise, but also deals head on with real issues that 
impact all corners of our society”. 
“Architecture is the cornerstone of any city, and has a profound effect on its culture 
community and economy. I urge anybody that cares about the future of London to get 
involved in the Festival and make their views heard.” 
Highlights of the week include a Q&A session with critically acclaimed author Will Self, 
who will discuss the relationship between power and architecture (9 June); and a 
satirical examination of what it means to live on the outside of London by journalist and 
‘In the Thick of It’, writer Ian Martin (9 June). There will also be a thought-provoking 
debate with architects, designers and young Londoners focussing on what the city is 
like for young people, and the steps that need to be taken to make it a more positive 
place to live (12June).  
This week also marks the start of a series of expert-guided tours of recently completed 
projects that present practical ways to reinvigorate London’s High Streets. These visits 
will start at set times across eight of the capital’s Town Halls (14 – 21 June).   
In addition, this week will also provide visitors with an opportunity to view a striking new 
pavilion at the entrance of the Museum of London – the House of Muses (6 June). This 
exhibition, offers visitors a chance to share their thoughts to help shape the future of the 
museum. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF WEEK 2: 
 
Headline events: 
 
Wi l l  Self :  On Architecture 
09 June | 19:30 - 21:00 - Kings Place, Hall  
Will Self is one of our foremost critical voices about London's urban character, writing 
with polemical force about architecture and its power to change the physical character 
of the city. In this talk entitled, “When Liquid turns to Solid: the Spatialisation of Capital 
Flows in 21st Century London”, he explores the theme of capital in relation to new 
architecture in the city, followed by conversation with writer and journalist Andy Beckett 
and then takes questions from the audience. 
 
The Death and Life of Great London High Streets 
14 June - 21 June  
Greater London Authority, High streets across London, SE1 2AA 
High streets are at the heart of London’s daily life and economy. But today a new set of 
challenges, including competition from online retail and shopping centres, is leading to 
claims of the death of the high street as we know it. London is leading the way in 
showing that high streets can continue to play a central role by adapting and 
diversifying, with over £175 million being invested by the Mayor of London and partners 
in projects to support their growth. Eight expert-guided visits of recently completed 
projects will present practical ways to reinvigorate our high streets by working with their 
existing character and strengths, and offer an opportunity to discuss their future life. 
Including projects by Peter Barber, BDP, Cartwright Pickard, Rick Mather, muf 
architecture/art and Tonkin Liu Architects. 
 
14 June:  
Deptford, 12pm; Bromley Town Centre, 2pm; Catford Broadway, 2pm; Camden 
Town, 3pm 
!21 June:  
Barking Town Centre, 2pm; Blackhorse Lane, 2pm; Green Lanes, 2pm; Kingston 
Town Centre, 2pm 
 
Talks and debates 
 
Looking at London: Ian Mart in 
09 June | 18:30 - 19:45, Geological Society 
Ian Martin is an acclaimed journalist and comedy writer with credits including  ‘The 
Thick of It’,  ‘The Loop’ and ‘Veep’.  As part of the Royal Academy of Arts talks, he 
discusses how he sees London as an outsider: ‘my London is a series of goat tracks 
that all seem to lead to Soho’. 
 
The Annual Wren Talk: Rees on Wren 
11 June | 19:00 - 21:00 - St Bride's, Fleet Street 
Peter Rees, former City Planning Officer at the Corporation of London, will talk about 
the continuing influence Wren has had on London since the 17th century. Describing 
Wren as a ‘master architect and failed planner’ Professor Rees says: “We were spared 
Wren’s post-fire plan for the City, but inherited viewing corridors and St Paul’s Heights. 
He has influenced the later planning of London in ways which are good, bad and 
unintended.”  Introduced by Paul Finch, editorial director of the Architects’ Journal.  
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Young people, youthful p laces 
12 June | 18:30 - 20:30, Design Council 
About a quarter of London’s population is aged 19 or under, but what is the city like for 
young people? This discussion looks at how architects, designers, and young people 
themselves can make our capital a positive place to grow up. 
 
V iew from the Tower: Dinner Debate 
12 June | 18:30 - 20:30, Balfron Tower 
A dinner debate exploring east London’s development in the context of the Balfron 
Tower, Poplar. Led by London Urban Visits with invited expert speakers and sponsored 
by Bow Arts Trust, the debate will investigate Modernism's impact on east London.  
 
Kapita l  Architecture: Labour 
12 June | 18:30 - 20:00, Darwin Building 
Contemporary discussions about the unethical living and working conditions of the 
builders who construct our new urban age, and the icons of architectural celebrity, 
abound. Three thinkers on labour relations in the construction industry confront the 
theoretical, practical and the historical to illustrate and explain why understanding the 
labour process is critical to architecture, despite so often being obscured from 
architectural vision. 
 
Exhibitions and installations:  
 
House of Muses 
06 June | 21 September, Museum of London 
House of Muses is the Museum of London’s striking architectural installation designed 
by Gruppe, and commissioned in partnership with The Architecture Foundation. This 
temporary structure aims to inspire public discussion around the future development of 
the museum. It is conceived as a place for contemplation about what a museum could 
and should be. The public is invited to enter the structure and give their feedback on 
this topic. 
 
The Pungent Subway 
12 June | 15 June, Elephant and Castle Subway 
An immersive olfactory installation by creative guerrilla gardening Good at 
Magic/Richard Reynolds, The Pungent Subway will use the comforting fragrance of 
herbs and flowers to change the general perception of a 55-year-old subway in 
Elephant and Castle, SE1. One of the seven subways will be transformed in a 
comforting installation, with a bed of dried lavender and bay leaves crushing under the 
visitors’ feet, and hanging bunches of sage and rosemary contributing to the olfactory 
experience. All the herbs are locally grown produce harvested from community and 
guerrilla gardens in SE1. 
 
Wal lpaper’s Architects Directory 
13 – 30 June | 10am – 7pm; Sat & Sun 12pm – 5pm| King’s Cross 
An exhibition featuring Wallpaper magazine’s selected pick of new architectural talents 
around the world, featured in their annual Architecture Directory issue. This year, the 
directory features 20 practices, spanning 17 countries and four continents. The 
exhibition will include a bespoke ceramic installation, sponsored by leading specialist 
network Ceramics of Italy. 
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Futures: The Middlesex Univers ity School of Art and Design Degree Show 
07 – 09 June | Old Truman Brewery, F Block T1 – T5, E1 6QL 
The Middlesex University School of Art and Design Degree show presents exciting new 
work from graduates in Interior Design and Architecture alongside work from animation, 
fine art, fashion, graphic design, illustration, photography and product design. This year 
Architecture gradates have undertaken design projects around the theme of the High 
Street/Off High Street – from Wood Street Walthastow to Oxford Street.  
 
Film screening: 
 
Saint Et ienne: How We Used To Live 
11 June | 19:30 - 21:30, Kings Place 
Saint Etienne present their new film How We Used To Live, which captures a moment 
in London’s history – from the post-war rebuilding of London through to the onset of 
Thatcherism. Beautifully inhabiting London’s streets and buildings, this latest film 
features rare footage from the BFI archive, and a musical score by Pete Wiggs. The film 
will be followed by a conversation between Elain Harwood, from English Heritage, Bob 
Stanley from Saint Etienne, architect Charles Holland and Joe Kerr, co-editor of 
London: From Punk to Blair, and a bus driver at Tottenham garage.  
 
Tours: 
 
London Housing Projects Bike Tour 
14 June | 10:00 - 16:00- Meeting Point: Arnold Circus 
The bike tour, a collaboration between the AA Night School and blog Love London 
Council Housing, will be led by Sam Jacob and Andrea Klettner. It coincides with the 
opening month of A Clockwork Jerusalem, the exhibition at the British Pavilion at the 
Venice Architecture Biennale run in association with the British Council. Its aim is to 
show participants a selection of housing across the capital over the last 100 years, 
leading to a discussion – led by a panel of experts – about London’s current housing 
crisis. The bike tour itself would start at London’s first social housing estate, the 
Boundary Estate, snaking its way to Thamesmead via a series of 1960s housing (eg. 
Balfron Tower, Robin Hood Gardens), Peabody/Guinness housing (eg. Bethnal Green) 
and new build developments (eg. Royal Arsenal, New Festival Quarter).  
 
For full programme listings see www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
@LFArchitecture; #LFA2014 

ENDS 
Press Off ice  
 
For more press information please contact:  
Caro Communications  
T: +44 (0) 20 7713 9388  
E: press@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org / lfa@carocommunications.com 
T: @carocomms  
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Notes to Editors 
 
London Festival of Architecture 
The London Festival of Architecture (LFA), now in its 10th year, celebrates London as a 
global hub of architectural experimentation, practice and debate.  
Under its Chair, Patricia Brown, together with founding partners The Architecture 
Foundation, British Council, New London Architecture, and RIBA London, the annual 
festival provokes questions about the contemporary and future life of the city, and 
promotes positive change to its public realm. The city-wide programme, and is 
delivered by leading cultural and academic institutions alongside associated projects by 
practices and individuals. www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org; #LFA2014; 
@LFArchitecture; facebook.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture 
 
LFA Initiating Partners 
 
The Architecture Foundation 
The Architecture Foundation is a non-profit agency for contemporary architecture, 
urbanism and culture. Involvement in the London Festival of Architecture aligns perfectly 
with its mission statement to help cultivate new talent and new ideas whilst stimulating 
engagement amongst professionals, policy makers and the broader public, and shape 
the quality of the built environment. www.architecturefoundation.org.uk 
 
British Council 
The British Council creates international opportunities for the UK and other countries. It 
is a Royal Charter charity, established as the UK’s international organisation for 
educational opportunities and cultural relations. As part of the global Arts team, the 
Architecture, Design, Fashion department develops exhibitions, seminars, workshops, 
collaborative projects, educational initiatives and specialists’ visits with our overseas 
colleagues and partners. www.britishcouncil.org 
 
New London Architecture 
New London Architecture (NLA) is the centre for London’s built environment and 
provides an independent forum for debate about the future shape of the city. As a key 
part of London’s architectural community, promoting better buildings and places in the 
capital, its participation in the festival is clear – to promote change for the better and to 
encourage people to enjoy the city’s architectural riches. 
www.newlondonarchitecture.org 
 
RIBA London 
The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) champions better buildings, communities 
and the environment through architecture and its members. The city-wide celebration of 
architecture in the capital is an important and relevant part of RIBA’s activity. 
Participation in the festival enables RIBA to support architects and ambassadors for 
architecture and good design. www.architecture.com/ribalondon 
 


