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Above: Ambrose A-Frame dining table £795, bench £495, shelving unit £795 – all by Matthew Elton; Round wall 

mirror by Colonel £185; Dowood table lamp by Colonel £145; Ish tea towel by Mae Engelgeer £18 

As part of the Ambrose collection introduced by Heal’s, A-Frame is a freestanding 
furniture range created exclusively by British designer Matthew Elton. Hand made in 
East London by Elton, A-Frame requires no fixings for easy assembly and 
dismantling, in line with Ambrose’s founding ethos, small spaces, smart living. The 
range also allows the user to select components based on the configuration they 
require, whether it be a tiered shelving unit, a desk or a hanging rail. 

Design directed by Sir Kenneth Grange, Ambrose is synonymous with design, 
quality and urban living. The collection draws on Heal’s rich heritage and expertise 
in furniture making, whilst presenting innovative solutions for the way we live now. 

The A-Frame range comprises a shelving unit (£795), hanging rail (£595), desk 
(£795), dining table (£795), bench (£495) and a coffee table (£395). Requiring no glue 
or screws, A-Frame boasts a unique design that relies only on the angles of the legs 
and shelves to hold the piece firmly together. With a two-part frame, the system is 
angled at 6 degrees in all directions to support the individual components as they 
slot together.  



 
Above: Ambrose A-Frame shelving unit £795, desk £795 – both by Matthew Elton; Dowood table lamp by Colonel 

£145; Blu Dot Hot Mesh Chair £125; Ambrose Play Table Lamp £75 

Made using traditional techniques, the shelves feature precision made slots, 
allowing them to wedge gently into position to stabilise the piece. To maintain a 
consistent colour, each finished piece – which comes flat packed - has been 
machined from a single piece of white American oak with a clear matt lacquer. 

   
Above (from left): Ambrose A-Frame hanging rail by Matthew Elton £595; Close-up view of the slotting mechanism 

Matthew Elton comments, “I was interested in making a collection that could be 
assembled dry without glue, relying on the carefully crafted design, influenced by 
classic joinery techniques. 

“With the A-Frame, I wanted to play with scale and conventional expectations in 
order to create the feeling of space. I chose American oak because it’s a timber that 
can be refined down to minimalist proportions, but still remains very strong.” 



Elton adds, “The angles and presence of the A-Frame give it a sense of elegance, 
and it feels calm, relaxed and perfectly balanced.” 

Visit www.heals.co.uk to buy and read more information on Ambrose. Selected 
pieces from the Ambrose collection are also available to buy in Heal’s Tottenham 
Court Road store (196 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1T 7PJ). 

   
Above: Close-up view of the A-Frame shelving unit and desk  
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ENDS 

Notes to Editors 

Heal’s 

Heal’s has been designing, making and selling quality furniture for more than two 
centuries now, so it’s no surprise that it’s known as ‘the home of modern and 
contemporary designer furniture'. Starting out as bed-makers in 1810, and later 
embracing the ideals of the Arts and Crafts movement, Heal’s has a long history of 
collaborating with prominent designers. It is as passionate today as it’s always been 



about introducing new ranges, discovering stars of the future and pushing the 
boundaries of outstanding contemporary design. 

www.heals.co.uk 

Ambrose 

The Ambrose collection is a range of intelligently designed furniture and essential 
products for all areas of the home, especially where space is at a premium. At 
Ambrose, 'smart living' means added value through clever design. 

The Ambrose team works directly with local designers to create innovative solutions 
to the everyday storage and logistical issues we experience with small spaces, 
whilst still focusing on style and quality. 

Ambrose aims to distance itself from disposable culture and challenge the notion 
that quality product and design comes at a premium price. Ambrose has addressed 
this by looking into alternative materials and processes which intelligently cut costs 
rather than cutting corners. 

Matthew Elton 

Matthew Elton Ltd was established in 2002 by designer and furniture maker, 
Matthew Elton. 

Elton's contemporary, whilst traditionally–informed design language is guided by a 
decade of diverse experience, continuous research and ever evolving methods and 
practices. 

Headquartered in vibrant East London, Matthew Elton Ltd produces a distinctive 
range of bespoke furniture and creative interior solutions for both private and 
notable commercial clients such as Heal’s, Zaha Hadid Architects, Liberty, 
Selfridges and Harvey Nichols to name but a few. 

Each and every commission and individual piece we produce combines highly 
skilled craftsmanship with carefully selected materials and processes, true to the 
very highest standards of British design and manufacturing. 

www.matthewelton.com  

 

 
 


