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PRESS RELEASE: March 2015 
 

ARTS EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE 
 

13 April - 2 May 2015 
The Cass Bank Gallery, Aldgate East 

 

 
Cass Associate Professor, Patrick Brill (aka Bob and Roberta Smith)  

© Steve Blunt 
 
The Cass, London Metropolitan University announces ARTS EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
CENTRE, an innovative immersive exhibition in The Cass Bank Gallery curated by Bob 
and Roberta Smith, RA. The exhibition is presented in collaboration with Arts 
Emergency, a new charity helping low income teenagers get into university and Art 
School. 
 
Arts Emergency Response Centre confronts the critical challenges facing education, the arts, 
and those young people hoping to study them. It brings together diverse artists, students and 
organisations with the crucial common interest: to defend the arts and make a difference to 
individuals. 
 
The exhibition will directly confront issues such as funding, privilege and class, and aims to 
ensure that the arts are seen as an important election issue. 
 
Visitors to the Arts Emergency Response Centre will first enter a ‘hospital ward’, created 
by Arts Emergency. Here they will be seen by an ‘Arts Emergency Pharmacist’ (with the 
occasional celebrity appearing throughout the show) and pick up a prescription for something 
to make, see or do. They will also be able to claim an ‘Arts Emergency Kit’ should they need one. 
Visitors then pass on into the Arts Emergency ‘waiting room’, and view works that consider the 
value of art in today’s society.  
 
Treatment will be administered in the form of knowledge and advice. At a series of clinics 
situated throughout the gallery space - representing The Art Party, Q Art, The National 
Association of Educators in Art and Design (NSEAD), Craftivist Collective, Bow Arts, Deptford X, 
The Cultural Learning Alliance and the Artists Union - patients will be informed about the work 
of such organisations which advocate the arts. 
 
The exhibition will run over three weeks, with each week targeting a specific theme.  
 
Week 1 (13-19 April) will focus on Arts and Democracy, led by Arts Emergency. During this 
week organisers will be asking people to get active by donating privilege and registering to vote 
in the General Election before the closing date on 20 April. 
 
Week 2 (20-26 April), led by Craftivist Collective, will emphasise Art and Health.  
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Week 3 (27-3 April) will see Bob and Roberta Smith look at Creative Industries and 
Diversity. Experimental composer Seth Scott will perform a special composition for the project 
on 30 April at 6.30pm.  
 
Work by artists connected to the project will be exhibited on the walls of the Arts Emergency 
Response Centre.  Bob and Roberta Smith will exhibit their historic letters to Michael Gove and 
Nicky Morgan. The Artist Union will screen a film of a recent hustings featuring Chris Bryant MP 
Shadow Arts Minister, and Damien Collins Conservative MP for Folkstone.  
 
The exhibition will feature daily master classes on creativity delivered by artists and teachers 
and Q Art will perform a series of free weekly ‘guerilla crits’ for emerging artists. 
 
Talking about the exhibition, artist, Cass Professor and curator Bob and Roberta Smith 
remarks:  
 
“Since the coalition agreement was signed in 2010 there has been concern that the arts are 
diminishing within the school curriculum and that the arts have suffered a disproportionate cut 
in Government funding. We are bringing together many of the organisations who have actively 
engaged with this issue. Who knows? This coming together at The Cass in the Arts Emergency 
Response Centre may represent the beginning of the National Arts Service!” 
 
Neil Griffiths, Co-founder of Arts Emergency says:  
 
“This show is a celebration of our collective creative response to the erosion of access, the 
reversal of genuine social mobility, and the entrenchment of privilege in the arts and humanities. 
The Arts Emergency Response Centre is a unique opportunity for visitors to stimulate their 
critical and creative faculties – you come and get active by donating privilege to a young 
London student that could use it, and pick up your own Arts Emergency kit and prescription 
while doing so.” 
 

ENDS 
 

Arts Emergency Response Centre 
Where: The Cass Bank Gallery 
London Metropolitan University 
Central House 
59-63 Whitechapel High Street 
London E1 7PF 
 
When: 13 April- 2 May 2015 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-5 
Nearest Station: Aldgate East 
How much: Free 
Get involved @TheCassArt #cassemergency 
 
Contacts 
 
For press information and images please contact The Cass team at Caro Communications: 
 
• Anna Robinson, Account Director 
• Estelle Jarvis, Account Executive 
 
T: +44 (0)20 7713 9388  
E: annar@carocommunications.com / estelle@carocommunications.com  
W: www.carocommunications.com/ @carocomms 
 
Or The Cass, London Metropolitan University: 
 
• Poppy Melzack, PR & Internal Communications Officer  
 
E: p.melzack@londonmet.ac.uk 
T: +44 (0)20 7133 2465 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
The Cass, London Metropolitan University 
The Cass is the Sir John Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture and Design, London Metropolitan 
University. It is one of four faculties within the University. The Cass teaches about 2500 
students at Foundation, Degree and Postgraduate level at two buildings in Aldgate. Subjects 
include Animation, Architecture, Film Production, Fine Art, Fashion, Furniture, Graphics, 
Illustration, Interior Design, Jewellery, Music Technology, Musical Instrument Making, 
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Photography, Product Design and Textiles. The Faculty also offers 200 short and professional 
development courses. There is a strong emphasis across the studios on socially engaged 
Architecture, Art and Design applied to both local and global contexts, a Faculty-wide interest 
in making and many projects focus on aspects of London. Students at The Cass are encouraged 
to learn through practice, experiment with process and gain real-world experience in both 
individual and collaborative projects, engaging with professionals, communities and companies. 
 
Widening participation in Higher Education is at the heart of the mission of London Metropolitan 
University which believes that everyone has the right to a quality education. The Cass takes its 
name from philanthropist Sir John Cass (1661-1718) who set up set up a school for the poor in 
the churchyard of St Botolph-without-Aldgate in 1710. The Foundation named after him 
continues to support educational institutions and projects in and around the City of London  
www.thecass.com 
 
Arts Emergency 
Arts Emergency is a charity founded by comedian Josie Long and activist Neil Griffiths in 2013. 
Arts Emergency is a national network of over 2000 Bachelor of Arts graduates and creative 
people who support diverse and disadvantaged students in further and higher education. 
 
They run mentoring, buddying and an ‘alternative old boy network’ that enables successful 
graduates to donate privilege and time to young people that need it. Members of Arts 
Emergency include luminaries such as Kate Tempest, Jake and Dinos Chapman, Stephen K Amos, 
Neil Gaiman, Shappi Khorsandi, and Laurie Penny. 
www.arts-emergency.org 
 
Bob and Robert Smith (aka Patrick Brill) 
The artist Bob and Roberta Smith's work has been extensively exhibited internationally. Solo 
exhibitions include shows at Hayward Gallery (London, UK), Whitechapel  Gallery (London, UK), 
Pierogi (New York, USA) and Galleria Carbone.to  (Torino, Italy). Selected group exhibitions 
include Tate Britain (UK), Hayward Gallery (UK), Serpentine Gallery (UK), Tate Liverpool (UK), 
CCAC  (San Francisco), National Gallery in Copenhagen (Denmark), CIMA Gallery  (Calcutta) and 
many more. Works by the artist are part of the Tate  Collection, UK; Arts Council Collection, UK; 
British Council Collection and others. Bob and Roberta Smith live and work in London.  
http://bobandrobertasmith.co.uk/ 
 
The Art Party 
The Art Party is not a political party but a forum for explaining to politicians contemplating 
cutting the Arts why they should think again! It was launched by Bob and Roberta Smith in 2011. 
A formative moment for the Art Party was Bob and Roberta Smith's Letter to Michael Gove in 
July 2011. The project continued with a Art Party Conference in Scarborough in November 2013, 
and the Release of The Art Party Film which documented the event on GCSE Results Day, August 
2014 
http://www.artpartyconference.co.uk/ 
 
Artists Union 
Artists Union England is a new trade union for professional visual and applied artists that 
launched on 1 May 2014. It aims to represent artists at strategic decision-making levels and 
positively influence the role artists play within society and to challenge the economic inequalities 
in the art world and to negotiate fair pay and better working conditions for artists. 
http://www.artistsunionengland.org.uk/ 
 
Bow Arts 
Bow Arts mission is to support community renewal in East London by delivering Arts and 
Creative Services through a financially sustainable model. It operates several galleries in East 
London and runs a live/work scheme, currently housing around 100 artists in eight properties. 
http://www.bowarts.org/ 
 
Craftivist Collective 
Craftivist Collective exists to facilitate and encourage craftivism across the UK and around the 
world. Their manifesto is simple: “To expose the scandal of global poverty and human rights 
injustices through the power of craft and public art.” They create projects, products and 
instruction videos, and also hold workshops and talks around the country, as well as working in 
collaboration with other organisations. 
http://craftivist-collective.com/	  
 
Cultural Learning Alliance 
The Cultural Learning Alliance (CLA) is a collective voice working to ensure that all children and 
young people have meaningful access to culture. 
http://www.culturallearningalliance.org.uk/ 
 
Deptford X 
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Deptford X exists to promote the best contemporary visual art and celebrate that art with the 
widest possible audience. It is an arts event born of Deptford’s creative community and based 
on a belief in the limitless potential of the area. 
http://www.deptfordx.org/ 
 
The National Society for Education in Art and Design (NSEAD) 
NSEAD is the leading national authority concerned with art, craft and design across all phases 
of education in the United Kingdom. They offer, for a single subscription, the extensive benefits 
of membership of a professional association, a learned society and a trade union. 
http://www.nsead.org/ 
 
Q-Art 
Q-Art is run by a team of students and graduates. It’s aim is to break down some of the 
barriers to art education and contemporary art and support people into, through and beyond 
art education.  They do this through an open cross college crit programme, run monthly across 
London as well as various UK art colleges for artists of all backgrounds to attend or present 
work in. 
http://q-art.org.uk/ 
 
Seth Scott 
Seth Scott is a composer and musician. 
http://www.sethscott.co.uk/ 
 
 


