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The Bartlett School of Architecture reveals movable 
urban garden in King’s Cross, London 
 

  
 
The Skip Garden, the urban garden and community space in the heart of the King’s Cross 
redevelopment has opened in its new home, unveiling seven new structures curated in 
collaboration with The Bartlett School of Architecture. 
 
The city-centre green space, which is run by Global Generation, has moved to its third and most 
exciting space at King’s Cross, working with students from The Bartlett to create bespoke structures 
for learning and events. 
 
The garden was conceived to be movable, making a new home for itself in different parts of King’s 
Cross making the most of the redevelopment site throughout its years of construction. Now open to 
the public, the collaboration aims to add to the existing garden, whilst giving undergraduates 
experience of project management and design as well as exposure to a real client and a real brief. 
 
The students have embraced sustainable construction techniques through the use of reclaimed 
materials such as sash windows to create a greenhouse effect, railway sleepers to form toilet cubicles 
and coffee sacks filled with earth to create energy efficient walls. 
 
The development includes various facilities that can be used by the public such as the Skip Garden 
Kitchen, a dining area and multiple growing spaces incorporating into London’s first large-scale reed 
bed water filtration scape. 
 



 
 
The collaboration between The Bartlett School of Architecture and Global Generation is the brainchild 
of Julia King and Jan Kattein who run The Bartlett’s BSc Architecture design unit, UG3.  
 
Commenting on the collaboration, Julia King, from The Bartlett’s BSc Architecture, said: 
 
“We are delighted to have been able to work in partnership with the Skip Garden. Full-scale making 
exposes students to real world challenges. Building your own structure and then inhabiting it engages 
you with your work in a very visceral manner and working with skip Garden has allowed the students 
to do just that. To now see the structures in the final phase is both rewarding and exciting. We hope 
the Skip Garden continue to work with the local community, allowing opportunities, such as this to 
grow.” 
 
Speaking about the Skip Garden, Jane Riddiford, co-founder of Global Generation, said 
 
“When people think of skips they think of construction, building and dirt. We didn't. We thought less 
rubble and more rhubarb. We wanted to create a space that was both innovative, but served as a 
learning resource to the community. It has been a pleasure to work with the students at Bartlett’s. 
Watching their innovative structures go from prints and scale models, to real life has been a very 
exciting journey for us, and we very much look forward to welcoming the public to experience it for 
them self.” 
 
To mark the launch of the official opening, the Skip Garden will be running a series of summer events, 
starting with its popular Summer School, which will run from the 22 July. The Summer School will 
allow young enthusiasts to explore the wonders of urban gardening, making use of the outside 
learning space and tailor made class room. 
 
The Skip Garden will also be hosting a series of events, including twilight dining experiences, family 
gardening sessions and lunchtime talks. Their dedicated kitchen, Skip Garden Kitchen, is open daily, 
serving up fresh product. 
 
To find out more about the Skip Garden, and their extensive events programme visit: 
http://www.globalgeneration.org.uk/skip-garden-and-kitchen-1/ 
	  
-ENDS- 
 
More information: 
 
Estelle Jarvis, Caro Communications, estelle@carocommunications.com, 020 7713 9388 
 
Helena Carrie, LCA, hec@londoncommunications.co.uk, 0207 612 8496 / 0791181557 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
King’s Cross  
 
King’s Cross is 67 acres of homes, offices, schools, restaurants and shops over 8 million square feet 
of development in central London. Aside from the sheer scale, what makes King’s Cross different is 
the determination to create an interesting part of the city, with a varied mix of uses. The area benefits 
from a lively and diverse arts and events programme that makes use of the 26 acres of public spaces 
being delivered. 
 
http://www.kingscross.co.uk/  
@kingscrossN1C 
	  
About The Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL 
 



 
 
The Bartlett School of Architecture is part of The Bartlett, UCL’s Faculty of the Built Environment. It 
was established in 1841 and is UCL’s world-leading centre for education and research in architecture. 
 
It has been voted the best school of architecture in the UK for twelve years in a row by the Architect’s 
Journal. This year has seen the School take the top spot in the Guardian League tables and the 
Bartlett Faculty of the Built Environment has been ranked second in the world in the international QS 
rankings. 
 
Located in the heart of London, the School is at the forefront of international research and teaching, 
encompassing interdisciplinary collaboration and methodologies. 
 
www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/architecture 
@BartlettArchUCL 
 
Further details on the structures designed by the students: 
	  
Welcome Shelter, a structure occupying a prominent position adjacent to the Skip Garden Kitchen. A 
complex mechanism allows the structure to pivot around a central axis whilst simultaneously opening 
and closing the front gate. The resulting spatial transformation provides for variable degrees of 
intimacy when dining. (Designed by Iman Mohd Hadzhalie) 
 
The Glass House, a vertical growing and dinning space, encapsulated within a facade, including a 
low-tech curtain wall made from reclaimed sash windows supported with a scaffoldboard wall from old 
shipping container. (Designed by Rachael Taylor) 
 
Earthbag Coolstore & Office, a reclaimed timber structure, in-filled using recycled coffee sacks from 
a local coffee roastery filled with earth. On top of the storage room sits the garden’s existing office and 
a decking area. The design also features a distinctive ventilation stack designed with maximum sun 
facing surface area to help drive the ventilation of the storage room, keeping the produce within fresh. 
(Designed by Alessandro Conning-Rowland) 
  
Greywater Dining Scape, providing a wetland dining area and the first large-scale commercial reed 
bed water filtration scape in London. Pedal pumps are integrated into the system to lift the filtered 
water into a water storage tank where it can be then used for gravity-led irrigation. (Designed by 
Yangyang Liu) 
 
Chicken Coop, the structure home to three chickens, revolves around a 3.4m long silver birch tree 
from Hampstead Heath. The primary structure is bamboo joined by steel fixings cast into the bamboo. 
The birch panels that cover the coop are based on the missing silver birch leaves creating a lantern 
effect at night. (Designed by Valerie Vyvial) 
 
Hydroponic Hedge, a timber structure supports a hydroponic system, made of up-cycled wine glass 
bottles, suspended from the frame by steel wire rope and held in place by digitally manufactured 
acrylic bottle holders. Between the herb-growing planters an aromatherapeutic workspace invites for 
respite from the busy urban surroundings. (Designed by Iman Mohd Hadzhalie) 
  
100 Hands Hall, a rammed earth wall forms the back-bone to a dining and growing hall. The 
laboursome construction process was chosen to engage and educate communities from across 
London in sustainable construction techniques. (Designed by Christophe Dembinski) 
 
Global Generation and the Skip Garden 
Global Generation is an educational charity whose aim is to connect people of all ages to each other 
and the natural world in order to build relationships, grow ecological understanding and 
entrepreneurialism as a foundation for creating a positive future. The young people we work with are 
mainly from Camden and Islington. We run projects in our Kings Cross Skip Garden and in the 
surrounding business area and also at our campsite on Pertwood Farm in Wiltshire. We combine 
activities such as supporting bees, carpentry, urban food growing, cooking, and eating with dialogue, 



 
 
story, creative writing, silence and stillness. These practices help us to create the conditions for people 
to come together in a fuller and more connected sense of who they are and what they are a part of 
and from that space, to practically and creatively contribute to ecological and social change. 
 
The Skip Garden is open Tuesdays to Fridays 10 – 5pm.  
www.globalgeneration.org.uk   
	  


