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Royal Exchange Barrow Design Competition

This important competition calls upon 2015 design graduates in London to design a new barrow for The 
Royal Exchange in the City of London.  This competition provides the opportunity to re-imagine a traditional 
market tool for the 21st century in one of the most prestigious locations in London. Working with investors/
developers Oxford Properties and architects Aukett Swanke, London’s newest designers will be given the 
opportunity to create a unique and beautiful mobile retail outlet that will be constructed and located pride 
of place in the courtyard of The Royal Exchange. For many, this will be their first commission and the brief is 
to push imagination to the limits and come up with a concept that embodies innovation and creativity in a 
contemporary luxury retail environment.  

This initial brief outlines the different stages and general rules of the competition as well as the requirements 
for Stage One – Concept Submission.

COMPETITION STRUCTURE

Stage One – Concept Submission 
• Launch – Wednesday, 15 July 2015
• Deadline – 4pm GMT, Friday, 11th September 2015
• Shortlist announced – First week of October 2015

Stage Two – Design Development
• Launch of second stage with full brief
• Shortlisted entrants resubmit worked-up designs
• Winners announced at public exhibition of shortlisted entries inside The Royal Exchange – December 

2015

Stage Three – Manufacturing
• The winning designs begin series manufacture 

• Launch of the new barrows at The Royal Exchange – Easter 2016

JUDGES
The judging panel will include representatives from Aukett Swanke, Oxford Properties, the City of London 
and key influential figures from the art, design and retail industry. 



BRIEFING INFORMATION

The Royal Exchange

The Royal Exchange was founded in 1571 by Sir Thomas Gresham a London mercer, who sought to build 
a parallel to Antwerp’s flourishing Bourse, a place where merchants might gather and conduct business 
in a more ordered environment than that of the City streets and shops. The first building commenced on 
the site provided by the City, in 1566 and consisted of a rectangular arcade courtyard with business being 
conducted within the arcades while the upper storeys were given over to shops.  This building was destroyed 
in the Great Fire and replaced with a new building opened in 1671.  It was also planned around a courtyard 
but with more elaborate and extensive ranges and the central court continued to be used for its original 
purpose but the shops on the upper floors gave way during the 18th Century to offices.  This second Royal 
Exchange fell victim to a fire in 1838.  Rebuilding was planned on a monumental scale befitting the City’s 
sense of its own commercial might and a growing awareness of its mercantile tradition.  Sir William Tite 
gained the commission for the design and the first stone was laid by Prince Albert in 1842 and the building 
was completed in 1844 at a cost of £150,000. 1

‘There is no place in the town that I so much love to frequent as the Royal Exchange.  Its gives me a secret 
satisfaction……to see so rich an assembly of countrymen and foreigners consulting together upon the 
private business of mankind and making this metropolis a kind of emporium for the whole earth’. Joseph 
Addison, the Spectator, 1711. 2 

Today, The Royal Exchange houses luxury retailers, restaurants and bars. As part of Oxford Properties’ vision 
for the building, the barrows will provide both retail and branding opportunities, heralding the next stage 
of life for the building, which still retains its original use as an important luxury retail destination in the City of 
London.  

The Market Barrow 

As a tool for commerce, barrows were used to move goods around numerous markets in London and the 
UK. The barrows are now less frequently seen in use however some examples still remain at markets such as 
Leather Lane in Holborn. Many of these barrows were incised with elegant lettering along the side detailing 
the location of the market of where the barrow was used and the manufacturer. The long handles at the 
front of the barrow made moving them easy and the basic design of the barrow was extremely functional. 

The barrows made up the stalls for traders and although barrows were designed primarily to be functional, 
they were often adorned to attract people to their stalls to promote their goods.

Celebrating the history of the barrow and the magnificence of the building, Oxford Properties would like The 
Royal Exchange barrows to be relevant for the 21st Century and the contemporary luxury retailing offer they 
are working to re-position.  The barrows will form a key form of activation within and around the scheme. 

1 The Royal Exchange Murals, English Heritage, 1996 
2 The Royal Exchange, Ann Saunders, 1991



COMPETITION AIMS

General design considerations for a barrow for either internal or external use at The Royal Exchange include:
- Designed to work either externally, internally or both
- Operable without a cabled power supply or generate its own 
- Designed to complement and enhance its surroundings, taking inspiration from      
 The Royal Exchange, the luxury fashion/retailing environment, the historic Mercers Company Livery  
 and other local and historic cultural inspirations -Enabled to open for sales, but closed at night for  
 storage 
-             Should include openable sides to allow for sales, but should be able to be closed at    
 night for storage
- Should consider use as either a food & beverage or merchandise barrow
- Should accommodate spaces for both display and storage
- Iconic, innovative, original and timeless
- Hardwearing enough to stand constant use over a 3-5 year life span
- Sustainable
- Built for £30,000

Specific Information for the internal barrows: 
-             Mobile and able to be moved/wheeled by 2-3 people
- The barrow can make use of the volume of the space, however should not block the    
 sight lines through the space and into the retail units, therefore permeability needs to be considered
- The footprint should be no larger than 1000mm (W) x 1500mm (L) x 2000mm (H)

Specific Information for the external barrows: 
-             Able to be moved/wheeled by 2-3 people
- The footprint should be no larger than 1800mm (W) x 2000mm (L) x 2500mm (H)
- Designed to withstand all seasons, and to remain outside at all times

GENERAL BRIEF / STAGE ONE - CONCEPT SUBMISSION 

1. COMPETITION RULES

Who
• Entrants need to have graduated from a London design school in 2015
• The designer must be prepared to travel to London at their own expense and collaborations between 

recent graduates will be accepted

What we require from the team

A concept design submitted on two A3 PDFs (or equivalent) that displays:
• A brief description of the design’s inspiration and manifestation 
• Intended purpose (including whether it is specifically designed for inside or outside or both)
• Intended dimensions
• Proposed materials 
• Method of operation
• Contact details of entrants, including name, address, phone number and email 



2. SUBMISSION

Deadline
• Entries are limited to one per designer and should be submitted by 4pm GMT, Friday, 11th September 

2015

Method
All Stage 1 entries should be emailed to:
• royalexchangebarrows@carocommunications.com
The subject line should read:
• The Royal Exchange Barrows Design Competition – Stage One Submission

• We will acknowledge receipt with a return email 

3. CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

All Stage One – Concept submissions will be judged on the following:
• Design quality/innovation/creativity
• Manufacturing ability/practicality
• Communication and presentation of information

4. PROCESS
Following the deadline for Stage One – Concept Submission, the judging of applications will take place over 
a three-week period with a shortlist announced at the beginning of October 2015.

A maximum of 12 entrants will be shortlisted 

Stage Two – Design Development will be launched in September, at which time the shortlisted teams will 
receive:
• A full briefing document including specification details, quantities, plans and scope of work as well as a 

framework for ongoing use and ownership of the design
• A proposed development and manufacturing timeline
• Expenses up to £300 will be reimbursed for each team where relevant to the second stage submission
• Contact Details of a professional team prepared to mentor and offer advice to entrants, which will 

include Cost Consultant, Architect, Services Engineer and Structural Engineer; as well as 2-3 design 
workshops to discuss construction and delivery

For further information and enquiries please contact:

Caro Communications
13-19 Vine Hill
London, EC1R 5DW
020 7713 9388

mailto: royalexchangebarrows@carocommunications.com
www.theroyalexchange.co.uk


