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19th	century	concert	hall	in	Bristol	to	receive	
minimalist	extension		
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contemporary addit ion to the St George’s Br istol grand estate, a 
pavi l ion by architects Patel Taylor, has today received planning 
permission from Bristol Counci l .   
 
Evocative of great archetypal garden buildings, this new space will afford visitors a quiet 
place for reflection and somewhere to relax and enjoy the historic grounds – as well as 
expanding the prestigious venue to cater for an increasing number of visitors. 
 
Originally built as a church and consecrated in 1823, St George’s is one of the 
country’s most celebrated concert venues and principal concert halls for chamber 
music in Britain, and its remarkable acoustic values are instantly recognisable to 
musicians and music-lovers throughout the country. After a period of neglect, a small 
committed group of enthusiasts in the late 1970s, fought successfully to save this 
handsome Georgian building as a centre for fine music – a role it fulfils to this day 
 
Currently this unique venue is embarking on an ambitious programme of regeneration 
and extension, ‘Building a Sound Future’ – a £5.5 million capital project to reconfigure 
and extend this world-class music venue and to help secure its long term future and 
financial sustainability. As part of this vision, architects Patel Taylor have been 
commissioned to design a new pavilion extension to the existing St George’s, which will 
become not only a new entrance to welcome visitors as well as providing additional 
performance and education spaces. The pavilion will also function as a quiet retreat 
during intervals in performances and a welcoming outside space for summer festivals, 
art fairs and musical events.                             
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A multi-purpose, double-height space with a glass entrance establishes a new dynamic 
presence for St George’s to the south on Great George Street, previously partially 
concealed and hidden on one side by tall walls, gates and car parking. Constructed in 
glass and stone, this new space will become a striking and contemporary addition to 
the core historic structure of St George’s.  
 
The ground floor of the pavilion is level with the crypt level of the former church, whilst 
stone steps allow visitors to ascend through the entrance to meet the historic building in 
a newly created access point to the existing auditorium space. The restrained stone 
construction and extensive use of glass establishes a distinct but complementary 
identity within an historic setting.  
 
The pavilion extension will house a new café/bar to cater for around 560 people, 
offering expansive views over the gardens which will also be re-laid to enhance the 
visitor experience and to create a place of pleasure and respite amidst the city bustle of 
Bristol.  
 
New and easily legible visitor entrances, with step-free access directly into the main hall 
for the first time, will also be completed together with the remodelling of all backstage 
and artist facilities and new education and workshop spaces.   
 
Andrew Taylor, Patel Taylor said: 
“Working on projects such as St George’s lifts the soul and reminds us once again of 
why we practise architecture. We’re extremely pleased it has received planning 
permission and we look forward to working with St George’s Bristol to bring this vision 
into reality.” 
 
Suzanne Rolt, Chief Executive, St George’s Bristol said: “I’m absolutely delighted that 
Bristol City Council has granted planning permission, confirming its support for our 
Building a Sound Future project.  We can now push forward with our ambitious plans to 
extend the building and transform the experience for all visitors to St George’s.“   
 
“This news will give confidence to the funding bodies who have already pledged their 
support as well as help attract further supporters to come forward to secure the 
remaining £1.8 million needed to realise our vision.   
 
“This is an important milestone in a meticulously planned project that is now just two 
years away from completion – in October 2017 we will unveil a new-look St George’s 
that will secure the hall’s future and provide a thrilling addition to Bristol’s cultural 
landscape”  
  
 
ENDS 
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Notes to editors 
 
For press, image and interview requests, please contact Caro Communications on: 020 
7713 9388 
Miriam Mandel –	miriam@carocommunications.com   
Rob Fiehn – rob@carocommunications.com 
 
Patel Taylor 
Patel Taylor is a London-based architecture practice led by Pankaj Patel and Andrew 
Taylor. Founded in 1989, the practice’s work ranges from city scale planning and urban 
landscapes, to leading residential, mixed-use and workplace developments, education 
and cultural buildings. Patel Taylor’s work reflects a view of design as a process 
embracing the historical and social dimension of places as well as their visual and 
aesthetic context, enhanced by material and craft. The practice is involved with some of 
the largest urban regeneration schemes in the UK including two new mixed-use 
buildings on the Southbank, and London masterplans for Wembley, Earls Court, White 
City and Wapping. In Birmingham, Patel Taylor completed the City’s first urban park in 
130 years, Eastside City Park in 2012. 
www.pateltaylor.co.uk 
  
About St George’s Bristol Council 
St George’s Bristol is a world leading performance venue in an intimate Georgian 
setting. The exceptional acoustics of the hall are particularly loved by classical/chamber 
musicians but also suit contemporary music.  The acoustic properties in the hall are so 
good that the BBC regularly records LIVE at St George’s.  Notable performances 
include BBC Radio 3’s Brahms Experience as well as ‘in conversation’ events and 
musical ceremonies.  
  
The concert hall attracts an array of world class artists representing a multitude of 
genres, cultures and continents.  All artists have their excellent musicianship in 
common; from gamelan to guitar, piano to piccolo, tabla to tuba St George’s plays host 
to diverse performance talent.  
  
We actively seek out exciting new, as well as established, artists and curate festivals 
with key partners to add to the already colourful cultural life of the city of Bristol.  For 
example, the Festival of Ideas, Bristol New Music Festival, Bristol Americana Festival 
and Bristol Folk Festival. In addition, St George’s presents inspiring performances and 
workshops for children and young people and the education department reaches out 
across the city to engage with local schools and communities. 
www.stgeorgesbristol.co.uk  
 
 
 


