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Witherford Watson Mann design new Barbican 
exhibition: Strange and Familiar: Britain as Revealed 
by International Photographers, curated by Martin 
Parr 
 
Stirling Prize-winning architects Witherford Watson Mann have designed the 
new exhibition curated by British photographer Martin Parr, which opens at 
the Barbican on 16 March. ‘Strange and Familiar: Britain as Revealed by 
International Photographers’ showcases 23 international photographers from 
1930 to the present day recording the social, cultural and political identity of 
the UK through the camera lens. The exhibition includes works by some of 
the most prominent photographers of the 20th and 21st century, such as 
Henri Cartier-Bresson, Candida Höfer, Shinro Ohtake and Edith Tudor-Hart. 
 
Witherford Watson Mann’s design responds to the large number of individual 
photographers on display, the strictly chronological organisation of the work, 
the repetitive spatial structure of the gallery, and the origin of many of the 
works in picture periodicals and photo books by imagining the space like a 
library.  
 
Laid out over two floors the gallery rooms are given focus by a 35metre long 
central hall. The hall houses a generous reading room that runs the full length 
and height of the gallery space, showcasing an extensive photo book 
selection, which brings together an array of rare, new and out-of-print 
publications by the exhibited photographers. Along the walls are 
bookshelves and glazed vitrines; generous seating encourages the visitor to 
pause, reflect or interact. Read the books, absorb the works and share 
thoughts with others.  
 
Four additional gallery rooms have been created at the lower level. To 
maintain a sense of intimacy the scale and lighting of the individual galleries 
has been modified. These carefully designed spaces give the exhibition the 
structure and atmosphere of a library, connecting the diverse cultural 
backgrounds of the 23 photographers shown. All works are presented in 
chronological order.   
 
William Mann of Witherford Watson Mann architects said “Although the 
exhibition design is an ephemeral realisation, it is also an unusually deep-



	

	

rooted one. Curiously, after we had completed the design, we discovered 
that our long central reading room occupies the exact location of the tall 
vertical void down to foyer level, that was filled in in 2003.”  
 
Alona Pardo, Curator, Barbican, said: “Witherford Watson Mann’s bold and 
elegant design has transformed the gallery environment, introducing a 
classical architectural language into the Brutalist fabric of the building whilst 
also creating a playful space that encourages visitors to engage in a 
meaningful way with the medium of the photobook by mimicking the 
ambience of a library. The library space enhances the natural volumes of the 
gallery and the 4 galleries on the lower floor are intimate spaces carefully 
designed with the scale of the works in mind.” 
 
The Barbican exhibition is part of a range of gallery spaces Witherford 
Watson Mann is currently working on, including the design for the Curve 
Gallery space at the Barbican and the John James Audubon gallery at the 
New York Historical Society Museum. In 2015 the practice designed the 
Gilbert and Ildiko Drawings Gallery at the Courtauld Institute of Art - The 
Courtauld’s first dedicated space for the display of drawings. House of 
Illustration Kings Cross-opened to the public in 2014 and the extended 
Whitechapel Gallery in 2009.  
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For press, image and interview requests, please contact Caro 
Communications on: 020 7713 9388 
Gloria Roberts – gloria@carocommunications.com 
Miriam Mandel – miriam@carocommunications.com   
	
About	the	Exhibition	
	
Strange	and	Familiar:	Britain	as	Revealed	by	International	Photographers	(16	March	
–19	June	2016)	is	organised	by	Barbican	Art	Gallery	and	curated	by	Martin	Parr	and	
Alona	Pardo.	The	exhibition	is	designed	by	Stirling	Prize-winning	London	based	
architects	Witherford,	Watson,	Mann	in	collaboration	with	graphic	designer	Stefi	
Orazi.	Strange	and	Familiar:	Britain	as	Revealed	by	International	Photographers	is	
made	possible	through	support	from	the	Great	Britain	Sasakawa	Foundation	and	the	
Embassy	of	the	Kingdom	of	the	Netherlands.	The	Media	Partner	is	Time	Out.		After	
the	Barbican	the	exhibition	will	be	on	show	at	the	Manchester	Art	Gallery,	25	
November	2016	–	29	May	2017.	
	
About	Witherford	Watson	Mann	
	
Witherford	Watson	Mann	are	architects	and	urban	designers.	Established	in	2001,	
they	make	buildings	that	are	durable	and	generous,	responding	to	unconventional	
institutions	and	historically	layered	sites.	
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The	practice	won	the	Stirling	Prize	in	2013	with	their	inventive	rehabilitation	of	the	
ruined	Astley	Castle	in	Warwickshire	for	the	Landmark	Trust.	Other	significant	
completed	projects	include	the	reworking	of	the	Whitechapel	Gallery	in	London	
(2003-9),	the	Arts	council	England	northwest	offices	in	Manchester	2011	and	their	
first	built	project,	the	UK	headquarters	for	Amnesty	International	(2003-5).	
Witherford	Watson	Mann‘s	proposal	for	an	‘Almshouse	for	the	21st	Century’	in	
Bermondsey,	for	United	St.	Saviour’s	Charity	was	recently	granted	planning	
permission.	
http://www.wwmarchitects.co.uk	
	
	
About	the	Barbican		
	
A	world-class	arts	and	learning	organisation,	the	Barbican	pushes	the	boundaries	of	
all	major	art	forms	including	dance,	film,	music,	theatre	and	visual	arts.	Its	creative	
learning	programme	further	underpins	everything	it	does.	Over	1.8	million	people	
pass	through	the	Barbican’s	doors	annually,	hundreds	of	artists	and	performers	are	
featured	and	more	than	300	staff	work	onsite.	The	architecturally	renowned	centre	
opened	in	1982	and	comprises	Barbican	Art	Gallery,	a	second	gallery	The	Curve,	the	
Barbican	Hall,	the	Barbican	Theatre,	The	Pit,	Cinemas	One,	Two	and	Three,	foyers	
and	public	spaces,	a	library,	Lakeside	Terrace,	a	glasshouse	conservatory,	conference	
facilities	and	three	restaurants.	The	City	of	London	Corporation	is	the	founder	and	
principal	funder	of	the	Barbican	Centre.	
	
Barbican	Art	Gallery		
	
One	of	the	leading	art	spaces	in	the	UK,	Barbican	Art	Gallery	presents	the	best	of	
international	visual	art	with	a	dynamic	mix	of	art,	architecture,	design,	fashion	and	
photography.	From	acclaimed	architects	to	Turner	prize-winning	artists,	the	Gallery	
exhibits	innovators	of	the	20th	and	21st	centuries:	key	players	who	have	shaped	
developments	and	stimulated	change.		
http://www.barbican.org.uk/		
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