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PRESS RELEASE 
March 2016 
 
‘Xylophone’ building for children with cerebral 
palsy gets go-ahead in Haringey 
 

 
 
Working on behalf of the London Centre for Children with 
Cerebral Palsy (LCCCP), pH+ architects have received planning 
permission for an extension to their new premises, in the London 
Borough of Haringey, which will transform the way the charity 
works with children and the wider public. The children, young 
people and wider community will benefit from a range of new 
services and facilities, including a hydrotherapy pool, which 
have been funded by the generosity of private foundations. 
 
Through a lengthy consultation process, the architects have 
worked with the charity to develop a centre with an inclusive 
design; one that helps children in particular develop in a series 
of differing environments designed to stimulate the senses 
through sounds, smells, light and varying surfaces. The 
architecture therefore becomes a tool to nurture young 
children. For example, ramps and lifts are important for 
accessibility but stairs will be employed at various key moments 
as part of the children’s walking programme. An external 
walkway wraps around the building, offering views out to the 
woodland landscape and allowing for movement through the 
fresh air. This walkway is enclosed by a timber screen which 
itself becomes a giant xylophone for children to play with. 
Sections of the cladding will be reflective so that children can 
observe their own movements.  
 
Inside, the hydrotherapy pool, flexible-use therapy and meeting 
rooms, and a community hall space will provide new facilities for 
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the local community, as well as the charity. There will be a 
dedicated Hub where parents and carers can access vital 
information, meet to support each other and receive training 
courses on a range of relevant issues, such as navigating the 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) framework.  In addition, LCCCP 
will continue to share its expertise in the wider community, by 
supporting children in mainstream schools and training the 
professionals that work with them.  
 
The landscape, designed by BD Landscape Architects, is as 
important as the classrooms for providing spaces for learning. 
The gardens around the Centre have been designed, at their 
core, to capture children’s imaginations. The outdoor spaces will 
be divided up into different accessible play areas including a 
woodland adventure garden, a sensory garden, a mud kitchen, 
growing gardens, a dragon mound and an amphitheatre. Two of 
the Centre’s roofs will be transformed into upper level sensory 
gardens.  
 
Andy Puncher, Director, pH+ said: “Working with the LCCCP has 
been a long and enriching process. We have worked closely with 
the Centre and its pupils to develop a series of spaces that will 
provide the optimum learning environment. We’re so proud to 
work on a project that shows how design can directly affect 
lives.”  
 
Jo Honigmann, Chief Executive LCCCP said: “The new Centre will 
be an vibrant and harmonious space, the perfect new home for 
expanding our services and life-changing work. Its fusion of 
science and nature complements the work of Conductive 
Education, where the body’s natural ability to learn is 
supported through specific, practical techniques. We are very 
grateful to Haringey Council andall our funders who have 
supported our capital appeal to-date. ” 
 
The LCCCP's previous home in Muswell Hill was built in the 1950s 
and was no longer fit for the Centre or able to accommodate 
the growing need for disabled children’s support services needs 
– approximately 1 in 400 children experience a neo-natal brain 
injury resulting in one of the forms of cerebral palsy. This 
equates to roughly 350 of all children born in London every 
year. The developers, SaS Investments, who owned the site 
found the new premises for the LCCCP and generously funded 
the refurbishment of the existing school building last year. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
For all press enquiries and image requests, please contact Caro 
Communications on 0207 713 9388 
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Notes to editors 
 
pH+ is a creative and client-focused architectural practice, 
specialising in producing site-specific designs that respond to 
physical and social demands, to maximize commercial and 
community value. Combining traditional architectural methods, 
such as hand drawings and iterative models, with bespoke 
feasibility studies, innovative design and extensive construction 
and delivery experience, we are well placed to work on projects 
at any scale. 
 
The + symbolises the relationship between us, our clients and 
collaborators, as well as the added value that we bring to every 
project. pH+ acts as a catalyst; challenging, interpreting, 
testing and evolving architectural responses until an essential 
solution is distilled. 
 
We welcome dialogue and encourage our clients to contribute to 
these explorations, ensuring the final formula provides as 
tailored a response as possible. Projects range from private 
houses to large residential schemes, from schools to temples, 
and cultural and civic buildings. 
 
http://phplusarchitects.com/  
 
 
The London Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy 
We are the only Centre and independent school in London for 
children with cerebral palsy aged from birth to 14 years. Our 
early intervention services include Parent and Child groups for 
babies and toddlers and intensive Conductive Education block 
sessions during holiday periods. We also run an independent 
school for three to 11 year olds, support children in 
mainstream/ other special needs settings and provide training 
for parents and professionals. 
 
Each week young children come here from across London and 
the Home Counties. All have neurological damage resulting in a 
motor disorder like cerebral palsy and dyspraxia. Most have 
associated learning difficulties. Many have limited communication 
skills and additional needs like epilepsy and visual impairment. 
We also support children with delayed gross and fine motor 
skills like children who have Down’s syndrome. 
 
Using a specialist system of learning called Conductive 
Education, we teach pupils how to develop and apply physical 
skills in everyday situations so they can be as independent as 
possible, now and in the future. We also teach parents how to 
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continue their daughter or son’s learning away from our Centre. 
This shared experience transforms life for families and enables 
them to integrate into their local community as a result of 
children’s greater social interaction. 
 
Conductive Education was developed for people who have 
cerebral palsy or motor disabilities. It encourages active 
participation and stimulates children’s self-awareness, 
confidence and capacity to play and enjoy life, despite their 
learning challenges. 
 
www.cplondon.org.uk 
contact CPellegrini@cplondon.org.uk 
 
 


