
	  

Press information 
 
Vitra Design Museum opens Schaudepot 
Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein 
 
On 3 June 2016, a new building will open on the Vitra Campus: the Vitra Schaudepot, 
designed by the Basel-based architects Herzog & de Meuron. The Schaudepot provides 
the Vitra Design Museum with a venue for presenting key objects from its extensive 
collection to the public, complemented by a new café and a shop. In this context, a 
second entry point will be created to the Vitra Campus, enhancing its connections to the 
cities of Basel and Weil am Rhein. 
 

 
 

    
 
The collection of the Vitra Design Museum ranks among the most important holdings of furniture 
design worldwide. It contains some 7000 pieces of furniture, a vast assemblage of lighting 
objects and numerous archives, as well as the estates of such designers as Charles & Ray 
Eames, Verner Panton and Alexander Girard. Although the main museum building by Frank 
Gehry from 1989 was originally conceived to house the collection, the museum utilises the space 
to stage major temporary exhibitions. To date, the museum’s collection has never been on 
permanent display. 



	  

 
The Basel-based architectural firm Herzog & de Meuron has now created a new structure for 
the museum in which the collection will be exhibited and communicated to the public. The 
centerpiece of the Schaudepot is a permanent exhibition of more than 400 key pieces of 
modern furniture design from 1800 to the present. The objects shown include early bentwood 
furniture, icons of Classical Modernism by Le Corbusier, Alvar Aalto and Gerrit Rietveld, along 
with colourful plastic objects from the Pop era and recent designs produced with a 3D printer. 
 

 
 
This presentation will be complemented by smaller temporary exhibitions on themes related to 
the collection, beginning with a look at the »Radical Design« movement of the 1960s. On the 
lower ground level, the Schaudepot offers insights into additional focal points of the collection, 
such as Scandinavian and Italian design, the lighting collection and the estate of Charles and 
Ray Eames. 
 
With the opening of the Schaudepot, the Vitra Design Museum is greatly expanding its 
exhibition space and its programme. The museum building by Frank Gehry will continue to be 
used for the large-scale temporary exhibitions and the Vitra Design Museum Gallery will show 
smaller, experimental projects, while the Schaudepot will display the permanent exhibition as 
well as one temporary exhibition. All of the museum’s exhibition venues are open daily from 10 
am to 6 pm. The exhibitions are complemented by a diverse programme of guided tours, 
discussions, workshops and other events. Once in operation, the Schaudepot will be one of the 
world’s largest permanent exhibitions and research facilities on modern furniture design. 
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For all UK press enquiries regarding Vitra please contact Caro Communications: 
• Lucy Price, Account Manager  
• Jeffrey Cheung, Account Director  

 
T: +44(0)20 7713 9388  
E: lucy@carocommunications.com / jeffrey@carocommunications.com 
W: www.carocommunications.com @carocomms 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Facts 
 
Opening:    3 June, 6 pm (Opening Talk), 7pm (Vernissage) 
Regular Opening times:   From 4 June, 10 am 
Architects:    Herzog & de Meuron, Basel 
Interior design:    Dieter Thiel, Basel 
Curatorial Concept:   Mateo Kries, Janna Lipsky 
Project Management:   Marc Zehntner 
Head of Collection:   Susanne Graner 
Curators of Collection:   Serge Mauduit, Heng Zhi 
Content Coordination:   Jolanthe Kugler 
Graphic Digital Catalogue:  onlab, Berlin 
Graphics Exhibition:   Thorsten Romanus 
 
Schaudepot:    The Vitra Design Museum Collection -- 1800 to the present 
 
Objects permanent Exhibition:  ca. 400 
Temporary exhibitions:   Three temporary exhibitions per year, based on the 
collection 
 
Views of the collection:   Collection areas Scandinavia/Verner Panton, Italy, 
(Basement)    Charles & Ray Eames, lighting design 
 
Schaudepot Lab:  Materials library with samples and information about 

development and manufacturing processes, approximately 
350 material samples, 17 prototypes 
 

Depot Deli:  Opening times between 10 am – 6 pm, approx. 60 seats, 
take-away selection of international delicacies 
Design by StudioIlse, London 
 

Schaudepot Shop:  Selected products including a bookstore featuring over 300 
titles, curated by Do you read me?!, Berlin 

 
Further Exhibitions 
 
Museum:    Alexander Girard. A Designer’s Universe 

12 March 2016 -- 29 January 2017 
 

Gallery:     BLESS N°56 Worker’s Delight 
10 June 2016 -- 9 October 2016 

 
 



	  

Vitra 
  
Creating innovative products and concepts with great designers is Vitra’s essence. They 
are developed in Switzerland and installed worldwide by architects, companies and 
private users to build inspirational spaces for living, working and shopping as well as 
public areas. 

With its classics Vitra represents groundbreaking 20th century design. Today, in 
combining technical and conceptual expertise with the creativity of contemporary 
designers, Vitra seeks to continue pushing the boundaries of the design discipline. 

A family business for eighty years, Vitra believes in lasting relationships with customers, 
employees and designers, durable products, sustainable growth and the power of good 
design. 

The Vitra Campus with buildings by some of the world’s leading architects and the Vitra 
Design Museum with its exhibitions on design and architecture, design archives and a 
comprehensive furniture collection are all part of Vitra. They inspire visitors, inform the 
design process and create an atmosphere in which innovation flourishes. 

www.vitra.com  
 
 
 


