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Press Release 

Robert Welch to show giant toast rack at Compton Verney 
Britain in the Fifties: Design and Aspiration exhibition, 9 July – 2 
October 2016 

 
Left to right: Britain in the Fifties: Design and Aspiration, a new exhibition at Compton Verney; the iconic Robert Welch Campden toast rack, designed in 1956  
Robert Welch Designs is to create a giant, metre-long replica of its iconic Campden toast rack for the 
major new exhibition Britain in the Fifties: Design and Aspiration at the Compton Verney art gallery, 
Warwickshire (9 July – 2 October 2016).   

The exhibition will see the giant Campden toast rack perched on top of a stand replicating its original 1956 
packaging, and positioned in the atrium to greet visitors as they arrive.  

Britain in the Fifties explores the history of post-war design through the experiences of the average British 
couple. The 1950s was a time when Britain, emerging from years of austerity and rationing, led the world in 
the quality and innovation of its decorative and applied arts, and when good design became affordable for 
all.  

The exhibition looks at all aspects of 1950s design, both inside and outside the home: Robert Welch’s 
original Campden range of products will be displayed alongside Lucienne Day’s furnishing fabrics, 
Horrockses’ dresses, Ken Wood’s Kenwood Chef and Alec Issigonis’ Mini, in an examination of design in 
Britain sixty years ago. 

Robert Welch’s iconic toast rack design is symbolic of the design innovation of the era, and to mark its 60th 
anniversary this year, the award-winning product has been reproduced as a limited edition. Crafted from 
Sheffield stainless steel, the toast rack (£40) will be sold in the Compton Verney shop alongside a range of 
modern breakfast homeware products from Robert Welch Designs.  

Britain in the Fifties: Design and Aspiration runs from Saturday 9 July – Sunday 2 October 2016, at Compton 
Verney, Warwickshire, CV35 9HZ. 	  

[Ends] 
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For more information or imagery, please contact the Robert Welch team at Caro Communications: 

Lizzie Colville, Senior Account Manager 

Jeffrey Cheung, Account Director  

E: lizzie@carocommunications.com / jeffrey@carocommunications.com   

T: +44 (0) 20 7713 9388 

W: www.carocommunications.com @carocomms 

For more information, interviews and images from Compton Verney, please contact Tracy Jones at Brera 
PR & Marketing. 

E: tracy@brera-london.com 

T: 01702 216658 / 07887 514984 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

ABOUT ROBERT WELCH DESIGNS 
With over 60 years of industry experience and award winning products from their in-house design team, Robert Welch offers a unique range of 
cutlery, kitchen knives, utensils and tableware. 

Company founder, Robert Welch RDI MBE (1929-2000) was an inspirational designer who believed that everyone should be able to use 
beautifully designed pieces in everyday life. Still family-run, the company is now an international brand with an extensive range of products 
including award-winning Signature kitchen knives and over 30 cutlery designs. Today the company’s products can be found around the world in 
department stores, on the tables of top restaurants, in the rooms of 5 star hotels and in the Robert Welch Studio Shops in Chipping Campden 
and Bath.  

ABOUT COMPTON VERNEY 
Compton Verney is an award winning, national art gallery in Warwickshire, based in a Grade Ilisted Georgian mansion and set in 120 acres of 
Grade II-listed Lancelot 'Capability' Brown parkland. With six permanent collections (Naples, Northern European Art 1450-1650, British 
Portraits, Chinese, British Folk Art & The Marx-Lambert Collection) and a schedule of thought-provoking changing exhibitions, it is an 
accredited museum, a registered charity, and the Chinese collection is nationally designated.  

 

 

 

 

 


