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Pop-up sensory garden and giant xylophone arrives in 
Greenwich for London Festival of Architecture 

 
21 June – 3 July 2016 

 

 
A child plays in The Milkshake Tree on Peninsula Square, Greenwich © Paul Raftery 

 
An experiential garden den has been created for the London Festival of Architecture 2016 by 
pH+ Architects on Peninsula Square, Greenwich. Conceived as an inclusive sensory space, The 
Milkshake Tree is a pop-up inspired by the practice’s work for the London Centre for Children 
with Cerebral Palsy (LCCCP) in Haringey. The installation stimulates and encourages play 
through sounds, smells, movements and reflective surfaces. 
 
The Milkshake Tree is part of the philosophy of learning through play, embraced at the LCCCP. 
Using specific education techniques, which were specifically developed for children with cerebral 
palsy or other movement disorders, the charity’s aim is to inspire disabled children to develop 
independence, confidence and self-esteem to achieve their full potential. The pop-up is named 
after a request from one of the children for a milkshake tree in their new Centre.  
 
Located outside the NOW Gallery, the installation includes a ramped walkway bounded by a 
screen of timber fins combined with copper xylophones which can be played by the children as 
they pass by. The walkway wraps around a 12 sq metre gold mirrored cube with leaf-shaped 
cut outs, an Amelanchier tree and a glass prism in the centre creates a kaleidoscope of colours 
and light.  
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The Milkshake Tree on Peninsula Square, Greenwich © Paul Raftery 

 
After the festival, the project will be relocated to the playground of the Centre’s new home in 
North London which recently received planning permission. 
 
Andy Puncher, Director, pH+ said: “After three years of collaborating with the London Centre for 
Children with Cerebral Palsy we are delighted to present to the wider public some of the features 
that will be enjoyed by the children in their new school.”  
 
Jo Honigmann, Chief Executive LCCCP said: “We are thrilled that pH+ are presenting the 
Milkshake Tree pop-up as part of the London Festival of Architecture. We hope the installation 
will give visitors a great taster of the innovative features we plan to include in our new Centre and 
school. We are very grateful to those who have put their time towards the design and 
construction.” 

Proposal for the London Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy in Haringey ©pH+ 
pH+’s design to extend the Centre in Haringey includes a multisensory ramp with a musical 
walkway that links the school to new hydrotherapy and therapy spaces. The landscape, 
designed by BD Landscape Architects, adds to a range of indoor and outdoor learning spaces 
including a sensory roof garden, a mud kitchen and a sheltered treehouse. All aspects of the 
design are to capture children’s imaginations. 
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The Milkshake Tree at Greenwich Peninsula has been developed in collaboration with BD 
Landscape Architects and is being constructed by contractors City Sq and cladding suppliers 
Creative Aluminium Solutions. 
 
ENDS 
 
For all press enquiries and image requests, please contact Caro Communications on 0207 713 
9388 
 
Estelle Jarvis | estelle@carocommunications.com 
Bobby Jewell | bobby@carocommunications.com 
 
To download hi-res images:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lngntpadyct1nal/AAAaAKGxpgfiuBbSaeYWLJrfa?dl=0 
  
Address 
The Milkshake Tree 
NOW Gallery 
The Gateway Pavilions 
Peninsula Square 
Greenwich Peninsula 
London SE10 0SQ 
 
Opening dates 
23 June – 3 July 2016 
Open all day 
 
Private View 
23 June 2016 
6 – 10pm 
RSVP: LFA@phplusarchitects.com 
For more information please contact: estelle@carocommunications.com  
 
Family Fun Day 
25 June 2016 
11:00 – 16:00 
More information here: www.architecturediary.org/london/events/6745  
 
Notes to editors 
 
pH+  
pH+ is a creative and client-focused architectural practice, specialising in producing site-specific 
designs that respond to physical and social demands, to maximize commercial and community 
value. Combining traditional architectural methods, such as hand drawings and iterative models, 
with bespoke feasibility studies, innovative design and extensive construction and delivery 
experience, we are well placed to work on projects at any scale. 
 
The + symbolises the relationship between us, our clients and collaborators, as well as the 
added value that we bring to every project. pH+ acts as a catalyst; challenging, interpreting, 
testing and evolving architectural responses until an essential solution is distilled. 
 
We welcome dialogue and encourage our clients to contribute to these explorations, ensuring 
the final formula provides as tailored a response as possible. Projects range from private houses 
to large residential schemes, from schools to temples, and cultural and civic buildings. 
http://phplusarchitects.com/   
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The London Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy 
We are the only Centre and independent primary school in London for children with cerebral 
palsy or other movement disorders. We work with children from birth up to the age of 14 years. 
Our Early Intervention Services include Parent and Child groups for babies and toddlers and 
intensive Conductive Education block sessions during holiday periods. We also run an 
independent school for five to 11 year olds, support children in mainstream/ other special needs 
settings and provide training for parents and professionals. 
 
Each week young children come here from across London and the Home Counties. All have 
neurological damage resulting in a motor disorder like cerebral palsy and dyspraxia. Most have 
associated learning difficulties. Many have limited communication skills and additional needs like 
epilepsy and visual impairment. We also support children with delayed gross and fine motor 
skills like children who have Down’s syndrome. 
 
Using a specialist system of learning called Conductive Education, we teach pupils how to 
develop and apply physical skills in everyday situations so they can be as independent as 
possible, now and in the future. We also teach parents how to continue their daughter or son’s 
learning away from our Centre. This shared experience transforms life for families and enables 
them to integrate into their local community as a result of children’s greater social interaction. 
 
Conductive Education was developed for people who have cerebral palsy or motor disabilities. It 
encourages active participation and stimulates children’s self-awareness, confidence and 
capacity to play and enjoy life, despite their learning challenges. 
www.cplondon.org.uk   
 
Greenwich Peninsula 
The Peninsula is big, eclectic and original. A whole new swathe of London that brings together 
design with community with the river with film studios with stunning architecture against vast 
skies. A collection of seven neighbourhoods, 15,000 new homes and the sense of a new place 
inventing itself before your eyes. Not landlocked, and not an island, the Peninsula doesn’t 
pretend to be one thing – it’s more interesting than that. 
  
The Peninsula wants to attract first settlers who are bold, curious and interesting. People excited 
by the unparalleled opportunity to put their mark on a completely new part of London. 
http://greenwichpeninsula.co.uk 


