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SimpsonHaugh and Partners win permission for 
contemporary hotel in Leeds City Centre 

 
 

 
 
SimpsonHaugh and Partners has received planning permission to convert a 
1960s office building into a contemporary hotel on a key regeneration site at 
Bridge Street in the north of Leeds city centre.  
 
The 182-bed development is the first phase of a proposed mixed-use 
community planned by a consortium led by Singapore-based Heeton 
Holdings Ltd. This wider project aims to extend the quality of city centre 
development beyond the inner ring road by creating a new urban destination 
on a site formerly occupied by British Gas.  
 
SimpsonHaugh and Partners’ scheme refurbishes a podium and 12 storey 
tower to the south of the one hectare development site. The building will be 
re-clad in a distinctive combination of terracotta and aluminium and will be 
reconfigured to suit its new hotel use with an extension at podium level. The 
double-height foyer, café/restaurant, bar and other front of house facilities 
will be located on the ground floor with bedrooms on the upper levels. 
Entrance is via a new public realm space along Bridge Street.  
 



 
 

 
 
 
SimpsonHaugh and Partners took inspiration from the form of a theatrical 
stage curtain for the hotel’s most eye-catching element – the western gable 
of the podium. Highly visible to traffic passing on the ring road, this marks 
both the entrance to the hotel and raises the profile of the site along Bridge 
Street. The gable is clad in a deeply profiled, gold glazed terracotta and is 
visually permeable to gradually reveal the foyer beyond.  
 
“The foyer of the contemporary hotel is a parallel for a theatre stage where 
guests enter and exit. The curtain developed as a thematic device in which 
the foyer is gradually revealed to the passer-by,” says Associate James Hind 
of SimpsonHaugh and Partners.   
 
The curtain narrative also references the site’s connection with historic 
woollen and textile industry character of the surrounding Mabgate area. 
 
The combination of the existing podium’s salt-glazed terracotta cladding and 
brushed aluminium on the tower and podium extension, in addition to the 
gold clad gable create an elegant and sophisticated palette, provides a new 
identity to a highly visible building.  
 
The new hotel is positioned near to both the Victoria Gate retail development 
currently under construction and the emerging creative quarter in Mabgate. 
By providing a new destination plus two associated public realm spaces and 
pedestrian connections through the area, the hotel is expected to help 
facilitate the redevelopment of the wider site. This includes substantial 



proposed residential accommodation, independent commercial spaces and 
landscaped public & private realm. 
 
Site preparation works are underway with hotel construction due to begin in 
2017. 
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Notes to editors 
 
Bridge Street Leeds  
Bridge Street Leeds is a sustainable new mixed-use community north of 
Leeds City Centre. The first phase of the scheme involves the demolition of 
existing buildings on the site and the provision of the new hotel. Demolition 
across the site is now underway and is scheduled to be completed by the 
end of 2016. 
 
Public consultation on a detailed planning application for the second phase 
of the scheme was held in July 2016. For more information see 
www.bridgestreetleeds.com  
 
 
SimpsonHaugh and Partners 
Founded by Rachel Haugh and Ian Simpson in 1987, SimpsonHaugh and 
Partners (formerly Ian Simpson Architects) has compiled an impressive 
portfolio of award-winning projects. The practice originated from a shared 
belief in the power of high quality design to lead the regeneration of post-
industrial cities and initiate new contemporary architectural identities. The 
underlying themes of urban renewal, sustainability and design excellence 
unite an otherwise diverse range of building functions and solutions. Similarly, 
the completed work demonstrates that the practice’s regeneration objectives 
are equally valid whether applied to new buildings or to existing historic 
structures. 
 
While the success of its completed work and a growing reputation for design 
integrity has allowed the practice to expand, Rachel and Ian remain 
personally involved in each project. Consequently, the inspiration in design 
and the attention to detail in construction that have stimulated the 
achievements of the practice so far will continue to guide the ambition and 
quality of its schemes in the future. 
 


