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Vitra provides the Design Museum’s new home with furniture and retail 
interior solutions  
 
Vitra has partnered with the Design Museum, London to supply some of its most iconic designer 
furniture and shopfitting solutions for the museum’s new home in Kensington. Opening to the 
public today (24 November 2016), the museum relocates to the former Commonwealth Institute 
building which has been transformed by John Pawson and his design team. 
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Vitra has enjoyed its long-standing relationship with the Design Museum for over two decades, and it 
comes as no surprise to see these two global brands – both synonymous with design, creativity and 
innovation – collaborate once again, on an even more significant level. 

Vitra’s products and concepts are developed in an intensive design process, which brings together its 
engineering excellence with the creative genius of leading international designers. Its ultimate goal is 
to create interiors, furniture, accessories and stores that are functional, inspiring and long lasting – as 
demonstrated by many Vitra design classics which have been in production since the 1950s. 

For the new Design Museum, Pawson’s team have carefully selected furniture pieces from Vitra and 
Artek to celebrate not only the best of design, but also the building’s Grade II listed 1960s 
architecture. The museum is fully furnished with both contemporary and classic furniture by world-
class designers – from the Mariposa sofa (Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby, 2014) and Hal chair 
(Jasper Morrison, 2010/2014), to the Joyn table (Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec, 2002), Click table 
(Alberto Meda, 2006), Fauteuil de Salon (Jean Prouvé, 1939), Panton chair (Verner Panton, 1999) and 
LCW chair (Charles & Ray Eames, 1945/1946). 
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This exciting project also features a range of Artek's classics by the Finnish modernist master Ilmari 
Tapiovaara, including the Domus chair (1946) and Kiki sofa (1960). Distributed in the UK by 
Vitra, Artek is renowned as being one of the most innovative contributors to modern design, creating 
new paths at the intersection of design, architecture and art. 
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The Vitra furniture populates all public and back office 
areas, including the galleries, members room, 
auditorium, design studio, library, Designers in 
Residence studio, staff offices and operations areas, 
café, and the Prescott & Conran restaurant, Parabola, 
designed by Universal Design Studio. 
Vitra was also appointed to realise the conceptual 
design developed by Pawson for both the High Street 
and Main Atrium shops, where its dedicated shopfitting 
division has created bespoke retail equipment for the 
perimeter wall units, mid-floor plinths, gondolas and 
cash desks. 

Vitra’s participation in this iconic project further 
reinforces its status as the global market leader and its 
ongoing dedication to improving the quality of homes, 
offices, public and retail spaces through the power of 
design. 
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The new Design Museum opens on Thursday 24 November, 224-238 Kensington High Street, 
London, W8 6AG (Open daily 10:00 – 18:00; last admission 17:00). 

www.vitra.com |www.artek.fi| designmuseum.org  

Press Enquiries 

For all UK press enquiries regarding Vitra please contact Caro Communications: 
• Lucy Price, Account Manager  
• Mary Bowkett, Junior Account Executive   

 
T: +44(0)20 7713 9388  
E: lucy@carocommunications.com | mary@carocommunications.com 
W: www.carocommunications.com @carocomms 
 
For all press enquiries regarding the Design Museum, please contact: 

• Jordan Lewis, Press and PR Manager 
 

T: +44(0)20 3862 5914 
E: jordan.lewis@designmuseum.org  
  
Notes to Editors 
 
Vitra 
  
Creating innovative products and concepts with great designers is Vitra’s essence. They are 
developed in Switzerland and installed worldwide by architects, companies and private users to build 
inspirational spaces for living, working and shopping as well as public areas. 
 
With its classics Vitra represents groundbreaking 20th century design. Today, in combining technical 
and conceptual expertise with the creativity of contemporary designers, Vitra seeks to continue 
pushing the boundaries of the design discipline. 
 
A family business for eighty years, Vitra believes in lasting relationships with customers, employees 
and designers, durable products, sustainable growth and the power of good design. 
 
The Vitra Campus with buildings by some of the world’s leading architects and the Vitra Design 
Museum with its exhibitions on design and architecture, design archives and a comprehensive 
furniture collection are all part of Vitra. They inspire visitors, inform the design process and create an 
atmosphere in which innovation flourishes. 
 
www.vitra.com  
 
Artek  
 
Artek was founded in Helsinki in 1935 by four young idealists: Alvar and Aino Aalto, Maire Gullichsen, 
and Nils-Gustav Hahl. Their goal was “to sell furniture and to promote a modern culture of living by 
exhibitions and other educational means.”  
 
In keeping with the radical spirit of its founders, Artek today remains an innovative contributor to 
modern design, developing new products at the intersection of design, architecture, and art. The Artek 
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collection consists of furniture, lighting, and accessories designed by Finnish masters and leading 
international designers. It stands for clarity, functionality, and poetic simplicity.  
 
For more than 80 years, Artek’s products have enriched public spaces, museums, schools, restaurants, 
hotels, shops, as well as countless private homes all over the world.  
 
The company is headquartered in Helsinki, Finland, also home to the Flagship Store Artek Helsinki and 
the Artek 2nd Cycle Store.  
www.artek.fi 
 
 
Design Museum 
 
The Design Museum is building the world’s leading museum devoted to architecture and design, its 
work encompasses all elements of design, including fashion, product and graphic design. Since it 
opened its doors in 1989 the museum has displayed everything from an AK-47 to Lady Gaga’s Gareth 
Pugh-designed bin bag dress. It has staged over 100 exhibitions, welcomed over five million visitors 
and showcased the work of some of the world’s most celebrated designers including Paul Smith, 
Zaha Hadid, Jonathan Ive, Miuccia Prada, Frank Gehry, Eileen Gray and Dieter Rams. 
 
designmuseum.org | newdesignmuseum.tumblr.com 
 


