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Press Release: June 2015 
 
FABRIC OF THE CITY 
East London contemporary textile 
designers continue the Huguenot 
Weavers’ legacy  

 
Exhibition at The Cass Bank Gallery 
10 – 31 July 2015 

 
 

(Left) The Fanshawe Dress ©Museum of London (right) Jane Bowler AW15 
Woven Plastic Copper Dress 

 
The Cass, London Metropolitan University presents 
Fabric of the City, a major contemporary textile 
exhibition celebrating the legacy of the Huguenot Weavers 
in Spitalfields, coinciding with the Huguenots of 
Spitalfields festival, taking place during the summer 
across London.  
 
Cass course leader and curator, Gina Pierce, invited 14 
leading East London-based textile and fashion designers 
- including CuteCircuit, House of Flora, Jane Bowler and 
Alison Willoughby – to respond to the rich heritage of the 
Huguenots silk weavers that made Spitalfields a leading 
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textile centre in the 17th Century, and create original work 
to be displayed in the Cass Bank Gallery.   
 
With first-hand access to archive material from the 
Victoria & Albert Museum and the Museum of London, the 
designers have crafted unique exhibits, carrying the 
legacy of the Huguenot Weavers to their contemporary 
practices - from the choice of materials to the use of 
cutting-edge techniques – in a display that will celebrate 
the skills and creativity in fashion and textile design of 
East London, as well as the continued influence of the 
Huguenots on the textile courses run by the Cass. 
 
 

 
CuteCircuit, The Eliza Dress, Pink and Black 

 
Between 1670 and 1710, up to 50,000 Huguenots fled to 
the UK, and particularly to Spitalfields, bringing with them 
their exceptional silk weaving skills. Spitalfields had 
always had a silk weaving industry but the influx of such 
skilled craftsmen, along with the increase in the 
availability of silk, made the area a leading fashion 
production centre for the British upper class.  
 
One example of the stunning designs created for the high 
society by the Huguenots is The Fanshawe Dress, on 
display at the Museum of London. An exceptional example 
of their highly skilled workmanship, this piece features 
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signature silver thread and lace - distinctive features in 
the Huguenots’ designs, which have served as a starting 
point for the new designs exhibited in Fabric of the City.  
 
One such piece is Jane Bowler’s Copper Dress, which 
draws inspiration from the use of metallic thread. The 
Copper Dress has been constructed using hand-cut 
plastic multiples in combination with soft metallic strips, 
hand-woven throughout the garment, allowing the material 
to organically grow over the body of its wearer. Bowler’s 
fascination with material innovation, process and 
craftsmanship – practised by applying traditional 
techniques with a modern twist – also mirrors the 
Huguenots’ inventive choice of materials and skilled 
craftsmanship. 
 
Innovative use of materials is also a key aspect of 
CuteCircuit’s work. The Shoreditch-based design studio 
creates haute couture clothing that has micro-electronics 
embedded into the fabrics, pushing the boundaries of 
wearable technology to create beautiful, interactive 
garments. For Fabric of the City, CuteCircuit continues 
to push the boundaries of this technology by presenting 
the K-Dress, a ready-to-wear version of the bespoke 
CuteCircuit creation worn by Katy Perry to the 2010 Met 
Gala. The delicate pleated silk chiffon seamlessly merges 
with the micro-lighting smart textile to create a magical 
garment that can change colour controlled by an iPhone 
App. 
 
Curator Gina Pierce comments: “It’s surprising how few 
people have heard of the Huguenots, as their influence on 
craft and design was incredibly widespread, with the 
legacy of the weavers in Spitalfields having a lasting 
effect on the local textile industry. This exhibition 
highlights the creativity of designers who still thrive in the 
city, continuing the tradition of working with fabric and 
fashion in the Spitalfields area.’’ 
 
A number of workshops and talks will run throughout the 
exhibition.  These will include a Fabric of the City 
Symposium at The Cass (14 July), featuring talks by 
speakers from the V&A and the Royal College of Art, 
looking at different aspects of fashion-making in the area 
of Spitalfields, from 17th Century uses through to today.  
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The exhibition also forms part of the Huguenot Summer 
Festival  - which runs from May to September to celebrate 
the lives and talents of the Huguenots – and accompanies 
further student engagement with the heritage of 
Huguenots at the Cass Summer Show and Soho Create. 
 
Fabric of the City runs at the Cass Bank Gal lery 
from 10 -31 July 2015 www.thecass.com	  
	  
Fabric of the City Exhibitors 
 

• CuteCircuit www.cutecircuit.com  
•  Flora Mclean, House of Flora www.houseofflora.net  
• Alison Willoughby www.alisonwilloughby.com   
• Lucy Rainbow (Cass alumni) www.lucyrainbow.net  
• Rentaro Nishimura www.rentaro.co.uk   
• Jane Bowler www.janebowler.co.uk   
• Barley Massey, Fabrications www.fabrications1.co.uk 
• House of Harlot www.houseofharlot.com   
• Rebecca Hoyes, Freelance designer & consultant 
• James Hunting (Cass staff) www.jameshunting.com  
• Sam Wingate (Cass staff) http://www.wingateprint.com	   
• Lisa Bloomer (Cass staff and alumni) 

www.cockpitarts.com  
• Karen Coughlan (Cass staff and consultant for 

Louis Vuitton and Edward Crutchley 
• Gina Pierce (Cass staff) www.ginapiercedesign.co.uk   

	  
ENDS 

 
Listings 
 
Where      The Cass Bank Gallery, 59-63 

Whitechapel High Street, E1 7PF 
When   10-31 July 2015 
Opening hours (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat) 12-4  

(Thurs) 12-8 
Nearest station Aldgate East 
How much   Free 
Symposium  http://tinyurl.com/p8qap8o  
Get involved  @TheCassArt #casshugs 
 
 
 
Contacts 
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For press information and images please contact the Cass 
team at Caro Communications: 
 

• Marta Bogna, Account Director 
• Rachael Jones, Account Executive 

 
T: +44 (0)20 7713 9388  
E:marta@carocommunications.com/ 
rachael@carocommunications.com  
W: http://carocommunications.com/ @carocomms 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Cass 
The Cass is the Sir John Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture 
and Design, London Metropolitan University.  It is one of 
four faculties within the University. The Cass teaches 
about 2500 students at Foundation, Degree and 
Postgraduate level at two buildings in Aldgate. Subjects 
include Animation, Architecture, Film Production, Fine Art, 
Fashion, Furniture, Graphics, Illustration, Interior Design, 
Jewellery, Music Technology, Musical Instrument Making, 
Photography, Product Design and Textiles. The Faculty 
also offers 200 short and professional development 
courses. There is a strong emphasis across the studios on 
socially engaged Architecture, Art and Design applied to 
both local and global contexts, a Faculty-wide interest in 
making and many projects focus on aspects of London. 
Students at The Cass are encouraged to learn through 
practice, experiment with process and gain real-world 
experience in both individual and collaborative projects, 
engaging with professionals, communities and companies.  
www.thecass.com	  
	  
Symposium 	  
	  
Full Programme includes:  	  

• Olivia Horsfall Turner & Lina Hakim, Victoria & Albert 
Museum, Fabricating A Model for Textile Research: 
the VARI Pilot Project and the Leman Album  

• Debra Roberts, Bradford College of Design,  
Upcycling in 18th Century with Refashioned Garments 

• Gavin Fry, Brighton University, Stranger and Less 
Quantifiable Processes 

• Hannah Maughan and Sally-Ann Gill, Falmouth 
University, Making: Archives – an investigation into 
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the creative use of archives within the University 
context.  

• Avril Horsford, Independent writer, Art & 
Culture,Wardrobe Malfunction: the cultural populairy 
of Crimplene and other synthetics fabrics in 
Caribbean migrant fashion in 1960s Britain	  

• Hannah Lamb, Bradford College of Design, Using 
Archives Creatively – Chance encounters in the 
Archives 

• Claire Pajaczkowska, Royal College of Art, 
Huguenots exiled from La Rochelle and the 
Revolution in Textile Thinking 

• Elli Michaela Young, PHD Student, University of 
Brighton, Fashioning Jamaica 950 – 1975  

• Charlotte Drew, Curator and Consultant, The Cutting 
Edge: Contemporary textile collaborations  

 
The Huguenot Summer Festival 
The Huguenot Summer 2015 programme of events 
celebrates the people, places, and legacy of the 
Huguenots. Attend the wide range of talks, walks and 
other events to learn more about the innovation and skills 
these immigrants – the first refugees - brought to 
England, when forced to flee religious persecution in 
France and other parts of Europe during the 16th-18th 
Centuries. Events will take place in London, centred 
around Spitalfields, and further afield in towns and cities 
throughout England where Huguenots settled. Their 
stories are diverse and extraordinary demonstrations of 
determination and talent, and their influence is still felt 
today. 
www.huguenotsofspitalfields.org  
 
 
 
 
 


