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PRESS RELEASE 

EMBARGOED until Monday 7 March 2015 
 

Architects and developers unveil a new kind of home for 
the 21st century in Manchester 
 

 
 
Urban Splash and shedkm announce the first phase of their hoUSe project.  
 
Offering customers bespoke, architect-designed homes along the canal in New Islington, 
Manchester, the development gives buyers the power to choose the layout of their home.  
 
The first 43 hoUSes adopt a traditional terraced approach but internally layouts can be 
configured to tailor one, two, three, four and five bedroom homes with an open-plan or 
more traditional feel. The hoUSe project represents an alternative to the established mass 
house-building schemes across the UK in terms of design and delivery.  
 
These homes in New Islington are made of volumetric timber pods that are delivered to site 
with minimal disruption to neighbours. The benefits of building homes in this manner is that 
all standards and tolerances can be monitored in a factory-controlled environment, 
meaning the houses are warm and incredibly energy efficient, as well as flexible to plan 
and adapt. With a striking modern design, featuring familiar pitch roof motifs, the hoUSe 
has proved incredibly popular with the first 43 homes selling out prior to launch. It’s not 
just the method of construction that is revolutionary but also the manner in which hoUSe 
was conceived.  
 
Architects shedkm and developers Urban Splash came together to generate the concept in 
the first instance and this evolved into a delivery system and a search for the right sites; it 
can easily be adapted for a range of different locations across the UK.    
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The hoUSes on the New Islington plot are long and slender and range from two to three 
storeys. The grey exteriors are broken up by thick-banded black window bays that offer 
occupants with views out over Manchester, while also allowing an abundance of sunlight to 
enter the rooms. Internal configuring means that owners can select between ‘loft’ or 
‘garden’ living, which means that you can opt for the communal areas to be located at the 
base or top of the house. This approach to upside down living was pioneered by shedkm 
and Urban Splash at Chimney Pot Park, where gardens were located at first-floor level to 
create parking spaces below and best use the space available of a tight urban site. This 
development is now regarded as an exemplar housing scheme in the area.  
 
Ian Killick, director at shedkm, said: “We’re delighted to see the first phase of the hoUSe 
project completed at New Islington. This concept has been a long time in the making and 
we believe that it is a game-changer to tackle the current housing shortage this country is 
facing. They also happen to be homes that people are proud to live in.” 
 
Urban Splash Chairman Tom Bloxham MBE added: “hoUSe is born from our desire to 
create something for customers who want to live in well-designed homes and stay in the city 
centre. We noticed that within UK cities there is a real lack of diversity in terms of new 
residential stock and our traditional customers – those who had bought and enjoyed Urban 
Splash flats – would ultimately get older, richer and end up moving to Victorian and 
Georgian terraces in the suburbs.   
 
“hoUSe is our way of offering them something in the city. It’s a really exciting prospect and 
I am as excited by this as I was by our first lofts over 20 years ago. At prices less per 
square foot than city centre flats, lower maintenance costs than old Victorian houses or 
blocks of flats, big floorplates, high ceilings and huge windows they have already been 
well received and I’m certain will be a big part of Urban Splash’s future.” 
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Notes to editors:  
 
About shedkm 
 
shedkm is an innovative architectural practice working from Liverpool and London. The 
practice is responsible for nationally recognised, award winning buildings across all 
sectors. From highly bespoke private houses to complex, multi-million pound regeneration 
projects, they produce critically acclaimed, high-quality architecture often from limited 
budgets and with difficult constraints. 
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The studio is adept at the re-use of old buildings, having turned dilapidated Victorian 
terraces into sleek, spacious homes and redundant factories into iconic work-space and 
retail destinations. They are also pioneers of innovative construction techniques such as pre-
fabrication. 
 
Every project is underpinned by a clarity of thought and consistency of approach. The work 
embodies simple yet bold ideas that give buildings a unique and strong identity. 
 
http://www.shedkm.co.uk 
 
About Urban Splash 
 
Urban Splash is a regeneration company set up in 1993 by Jonathan Falkingham (an 
architect) and Tom Bloxham (an entrepreneur).  
 
Together they wanted to bring back into use the ample stock of wasted empty buildings 
lying around at that time in Liverpool and Manchester; with an ambition of filling them with 
the growing band of post-punk kids looking for cool spaces to live in and trade from. 
 
The company started with literally two men in (quite a large) shed. They were later joined 
by other likeminded individuals and were all bound together by loose associations they 
came from different disciplines; graduates of history, architecture, planning, interior design, 
surveying and graduates of nothing but a lifetimes experience of building buildings. 
 
In the beginning there was no big plan, no strategy, no idea of what the company was to 
become, just a wholehearted belief in cities, in design, in architecture and a desire to make 
things better. To make things the way we wanted them to be - different than they were 
before.  
 
Since then Urban Splash has expanded around the country, undertaking more than 60 
regeneration projects as far South as Plymouth and as far North as, well, North Shields. 
We’ve worked in Morecambe, in Bristol and most places in between. 
We’ve invested over a billion pounds in regeneration and created over 5,000 new homes 
and 2 million sq foot of work space – and thousands of jobs. 
 
www.urbansplash.co.uk  
 
	  


