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What was the last thing that you made? And how did it 
make you feel? 
 
A cross cultural public participation art project at The Cass Bank Gallery 
4-7 May 2016 
 

  
Tandemize. Photo: Mah Rana 

 
To celebrate London Craft week (3-7 May) The Cass Bank Gallery hosts a 
new exhibition, led by MA Course Leader Mah Rana, entitled: What was the 
last thing that you made? And how did it make you feel?; the show explores 
the potential in cross-cultural collaborations by looking at the effects of 
migration on architecture, design, craft and fashion.  
 
The first section of the show recounts the Tandemize 2.0 project. Tandemize 
2.0 began in January 2016 when a group of Sri Lankan residents came to 
London for a one week to study at The Cass. Later that year, in March 2016, 
five successful graduates from the university were awarded the Tandemize 
Travel fellowships by British Council, and travelled to Sri Lanka for a one 
week residency hosted by the University of Moratuwa. The Tandemize group 
spent two days learning tradition Beeralu techniques from a mother and 
daughter from the village Magalle, in the southern province of Sri lanka, 
recognised for its lace-making tradition; such heritage is slowly being lost for 
various reasons, including the ongoing economic impact of the tsunami in 
2005, and it is now a dying craft. 
 
The Tandemize 2.0 group took their experiences from learning this traditional 
craft, and translated it into a public participation art event inspired by lace-
making. The project is anchored around the question: What was the last thing 
that you made, and how did it make you feel? and will be re-enacted at the 
Cass gallery as part of the exhibition.  
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On Wednesday 4 May fairtrade organic tea company, Greenfield Bio 
Plantations, will be providing tea for a temporary café named Hathra Pota, 
after the first movement executed in the practice of Beeralu. They will be 
serving teas from Sri Lanka in the main gallery space, offering a relaxed 
environment for visitors to the exhibition, encouraging conversations around 
crafting and more about the project from the Tandemize 2.0 participants. 
 
The London Craft Week exhibition will also feature work from 'Not 
Tablewhere', an experimental ceramics project carried out by the HARVEST 
studio co-led by Peter Marigold at The Cass in collaboration with ceramics 
company 1882 Ltd. Participants in the project investigated the use of clay 
manipulating processes, exploring its properties and even blowing up clay. A 
series of products have resulted from these experimental techniques and will 
be on display to form the final section of the exhibition at The Cass Bank 
Gallery.  
 

 
Josh Malby, Cracked Skin. Not Tablewhere 

 
To complete the offer creative walking tour group, Fox and Squirrel, have 
partnered with Whitechapel Gallery and Sir John Cass Faculty of Art, 
Architecture and Design to present their most recent walking route, 
‘Huguenot to Hipster’, on 4 May. These tours offer the chance to gain a 
unique insight into London’s fashion history in the Aldgate area, including a 
stop at a Bangladeshi leather factory culminating in a viewing of Tandemize 
at the Cass Bank gallery.  
 

- Ends - 
 
Social Media hashtags and handles  
#Tandemize #TheCass / @thecassart @Tandemize 
www.tandemize.org 

 
The Cass Bank Gallery 
59-63 Whitechapel High Street, London, E1 7PF 
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Opening Times: Tuesday – Saturday, 12 - 6pm. 
www.thecass.com 
 
Press Office 
For further information, images and interviews on the exhibition:  
 
Caro Communications 
020 7713 9388 
Marta Bogna: marta@carocommunications.com 
Luke Neve: luke@carocommunications.com 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Cass  
The Cass is the Sir John Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture and Design, 
London Metropolitan University. It is one of four faculties within the 
University. The Cass teaches about 2500 students at Foundation, Degree 
and Postgraduate level at two buildings in Aldgate. Subjects include 
Animation, Architecture, Film Production, Fine Art, Fashion, Furniture, 
Graphics, Illustration, Interior Design, Jewellery, Music Technology, Musical 
Instrument Making, Photography, Product Design and Textiles. The Faculty 
also offers 200 short and professional development courses. There is a 
strong emphasis across the studios on socially engaged Architecture, Art 
and Design applied to both local and global contexts, a Faculty-wide interest 
in making and many projects focus on aspects of London. Students at The 
Cass are encouraged to learn through practice, experiment with process and 
gain real-world experience in both individual and collaborative projects, 
engaging with professionals, communities and companies. 
www.thecass.com  
 
The British Council  
The British Council global arts team works with the best of British creative 
talent to develop innovative, high-quality events and collaborations that link 
thousands of artists and cultural institutions around the world, drawing them 
into a closer relationship with the UK. 
The British Council creates international opportunities for the people of the 
UK and other countries and builds trust between them worldwide. We are a 
Royal Charter charity, established as the UK’s international organisation for 
educational opportunities and cultural relations. Our 7000 staff in over 100 
countries work with thousands of professionals and policy makers and 
millions of young people every year through English, arts, education and 
society programmes. We earn over 75% of our annual turnover of nearly 
£700 million from services which customers pay for, education and 
development contracts we bid for and from partnerships. A UK Government 
grant provides the remaining 25%. We match every £1 of core public funding 
with over £3 earned in pursuit of our charitable purpose. 
www.britishcouncil.org  


