
22–25 September 2016
designjunction announces a brand new creative quarter in the 
heart of King’s Cross

designjunction (22 – 25 September) is proud to launch the inaugural King’s Cross 
Creative Quarter (KXCQ), in partnership with the London Design Festival, Knowledge 
Quarter and King’s Cross Development. 

This brand new initiative, which runs in conjunction with designjunction during the 
festival, will celebrate all that is creative and cultural in King’s Cross – one of the most 
vibrant and connected destinations in central London.

  

Organised by the team behind designjunction, the KXCQ brings together some of the 
best local restaurants, hotels, high-street retailers, architectural landmarks, renowned 
cultural institutions and temporary exhibitions for a four-day event, with special 
events and exclusive offers for visitors to enjoy. 

Jodie Eastwood, project manager of Knowledge Quarter added, “designjunction brings 
together visitors from the local community, across London, nationally and internationally 
to experience the resources, expertise and knowledge of the great institutions all 
situated within one mile of King’s Cross. We are delighted to be working alongside 
designjunction to promote the hugely varied creativity within the Knowledge Quarter 
during London Design Festival 2016.”

Event and offer highlights

Whether visiting as a design enthusiast, or on a family day out, you will encounter a 
range of immersive experiences, from stimulating design exhibitions and installations, 
to some of the finest eateries from around the world and engaging cultural events. 

Press Preview - 22 September (9.30 am) 
#djKX #ImmersedinDesign #KXCQ
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Visitors to designjunction can browse hundreds of new product launches from a stellar 
line-up of international brands, whilst being immersed in a range of spectacular, 
specially commissioned features including 10 monopoly-style houses on Granary 
Square, and a super façade structure by Satellite Architects built around Cubitt House on 
Lewis Cubitt Square. 

      
 

Running simultaneously with designjunction, Indian Design Platform – organised by 
Create Culture – returns this year with a new exhibition, “Transformation”, at the 
Guardian building (19–25 September). The show takes inspiration from the culture of 
reuse that exists to the extreme in India, exploring the ways in which designers have 
reinterpreted discarded materials as design objects.

For a more personal, interactive experience, visitors to the KXCQ can take part in a 
series of short courses run by Central Saint Martins, UAL during the show. Alternatively, 
attendees can sign up for free design clinics with architects and designers hosted by 
leading online platform, Houzz. Those with young children can try the family workshops 
at House of Illustration on Saturday 24 September.

Shoppers won’t be disappointed when visiting the KXCQ. Browse LK Bennett’s new A/W 
2016 collection with a glass of Prosecco, and receive an exclusive 10% discount on full 
price items as well as a luxury gift with every purchase (while stocks last). Visitors can 
also enjoy 10% off when spending £25 or more in The White Company, or an 
any-time-happy-hour drink offer (including £5 for cocktails) – coupled with 10% off 
design shop purchases – in Drink Shop Do.

Above from left: Create Culture/Indian Design, Central Saint Martins, UAL



                    
Above from left: House of Illustration, LK Bennett

To fully immerse yourself in the exciting transformation of the King’s Cross development, 
why not check in one of the stylish hotels in the KXCQ? The Great Northern Hotel will offer 
20% off stays in its Cubitt rooms, while both Hotel California and Hotel Megaro will offer 
15% off their best available rates if booking direct via their websites, plus a 10% discount 
in Karpo restaurant for dinner.

      

For the best in food and drink whilst visiting King’s Cross, check out the German 
Gymnasium with its three course menu and a glass of Sekt for just £30, or the three 
course menu and a cocktail for £29 at The Gilbert Scott. 

Rotunda will also run 20% discount on all Butcher’s Steak Cuts and Farm Classic menu 
items, whilst hosting a BBQ on its terrace offering a beef burger or a vegetarian option 
with a beer or glass of house wine for just £10. 

Grain Store will offer a complimentary Strawberry and Green Grass Bellini to visitors who 
dine during lunch; alternatively, enjoy an exclusive wine tasting event at Vinoteca 
between 22–25 September (11am – 7pm).

Above from left: Great Northern Hotel, Hotel Megaro

Above from left: German Gymnasium, The Gilbert Scott



The full line-up for this year’s KXCQ is as follows (in alphabetical order); see all offers and 
more details in “Notes to Editor” on the next page:

Food & Drink
Booking Office Bar & Restaurant (St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel) | Dishoom | Drake and 
Morgan | Drink Shop Do | The Driver | German Gymnasium | The Gilbert Scott (St. Pancras 
Renaissance Hotel) | GNH Bar (Great Northern Hotel) | Grain Store | Granger & Co | The 
Greek Larder | Hansom Lounge (St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel) | Karpo (Hotel Megaro) | 
KIOSK (Great Northern Hotel) | The Lighterman | MI + ME (St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel) 
| Notes Café | Plum + Split Milk (Great Northern Hotel) | Rotunda | Ruby Violet | 
Skip Garden | Vinoteca | Yumchaa

Design & Culture
Arts Catalyst | Central Saint Martins, UAL | Crafts Council | Create Culture/Indian Design 
| Creative Industries Federation | The Foundling Museum | House of Illustration | Houzz | 
Kings Place Music Foundation | Scriberia | Spiritland | Westminster Kingsway College

Hotels 
Great Northern Hotel | Hotel California | Hotel Megaro | St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel & 
Spa

Shopping
Frame | LK Bennett | Nike | Whistles | The White Company

* Ends *

KXCQ map

To help guide visitors around the area, 200,000 copies of a dedicated KXCQ map will be 
available and distributed for free across London at key destinations during the festival. 
Architecturally significant landmarks, from the Granary building and the Filling Station, to 
the Regeneration House and Western Transit Shed, will be highlighted in the map, 
offering visitors the opportunity to learn more about the history, heritage and recent 
transformation of the King’s Cross development.

For more information about designjunction, and to find out more about King’s Cross 
Creative Quarter and the relevant events and offers, please visit 
thedesignjunction.co.uk/london/kings-cross-creative-quarter, or click here to download 
the KXCQ map in pdf.

designjunction London 2016
Thursday 22 September – Sunday 25 September 2016
1 Granary Square | King’s Cross | London | N1C 4AA

Public ticket prices:
£12 – Standard advance
£15 – On the door
www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/tickets
Press registration (free) – www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/pressreg
Trade registration (free) – www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/tradereg, or £15 on the door

http://thedesignjunction.co.uk/london/kings-cross-creative-quarter
http://thedesignjunction.co.uk/kxcqmap
http://www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/tickets
http://www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/pressreg
http://www.thedesignjunction.co.uk/tradereg


Contacts
All media enquiries should be directed to the designjunction team at Caro 
Communications:
- Lucy Price, Account Manager
- Jeffrey Cheung, Account Director
E: designjunction@carocommunications.com 
T: +44 (0)20 7713 9388
W: www.carocommunications.com @carocomms

For enquiries concerning King’s Cross development, contact Rosie Cade at Argent:
E: rosie.cade@argentllp.co.uk
T: +44 (0)20 3664 0256

Notes to Editor
Events and offers confirmed to date, 22–25 September only, unless otherwise stated:

By category, in alphabetical order:

Food & Drink

Drink Shop Do
Any time happy hour drink deals (£5 for cocktails / 2 bottles of beer / large wine / 
Prosecco / double house spirit mixer) and 10% off design shop purchases when showing 
the KXCQ map.

German Gymnasium
Three course set menu and a glass of Sekt for £30

The Gilbert Scott, St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel
Three courses and a cocktail for £29. Quote “KXCQ” at time of booking

GNH Bar (Great Northern Hotel)
Buy one get one free on any signature GNH Bar cocktail (quote “KXCQ” on arrival).

Grain Store
A complimentary Strawberry and Green Grass Bellini to anyone who dines at Grain Store 
during lunch and presents a King’s Cross Creative Quarter map. Drink must be requested 
on arrival.

Karpo (Hotel Megaro)
Quote “KXCQ” to receive a 10% discount in Karpo for dinner; must book in advance.

KIOSK (Great Northern Hotel)
50% off all KIOSK hot roast meat sandwiches together with a complimentary Monmouth 
coffee upon purchase. Tweet @KioskKingsCross with #KXCQ hashtag and show a 
member of the team to redeem. 

mailto:designjunction%40carocommunications.com?subject=
http://www.carocommunications.com
http://twitter.com/carocomms
mailto:rosie.cade%40argentllp.co.uk?subject=


Plum + Split Milk (GNH)
Complimentary glass of champagne per person for any advanced bookings made through 
the KXCQ promotion (quote “KXCQ” upon booking).

Rotunda
20% discount on all Butcher’s Steak Cuts and Farm Classic menu items; BBQ on the 
terrace with a Northumberland 32 aged beef burger or a vegetarian option with a beer or 
glass of house wine for £10

Ruby Violet
10% off scoops in cones and cups

Skip Garden
10% discount to the “London Grows” supper club on Thursday 22 September. Use code 
“KXCQ” to claim the discount. Visit tinyurl.com/hn9taz9.

Vinoteca 
Enjoy a free exclusive wine tasting at Vinoteca King’s Cross between 11:00 -19:00 from 
22-25 September.

Yumchaa
10% off any bag of tea

Design & Culture

Art Catalyst
See “9 Evenings: Theatre and Engineering Revisited 1966/2016” for £10. Redeem here: 
bit.ly/9eveskingsx.

Central Saint Martins, UAL 
A series of short courses during the festival, see website for more details.

Crafts Council
Save 10% on a subscription to Crafts magazine using promotional code “KXCQ” 
www.craftscouncil.org.uk/subscribe. *Offer ends 1 October 2016.

Foundling Museum
Half price entry

House of Illustration 
Family workshops on Saturday 24 September, with 10% discount on items purchased in 
the gallery shop.

Houzz
Free design clinics running with industry professionals at Houzz’s new office, as well as 
on Granary Square at designjunction.

King’s Place Music Foundation
20% off tickets to Kings Place concerts in October 2016. To book call the Box Office on 
020 7520 1490 quoting the code “KXCQ”, subject to event availability. Offer not available 
via online booking.

http://tinyurl.com/hn9taz9
http://bit.ly/9eveskingsx
http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/subscribe


Spiritland
10% off when customers spend £25 or more 

Hotels

Great Northern Hotel
20% discount on Cubitt room stays for guests booking through KXCQ 
promotion between 22–25 September (quote “KXCQ” upon booking – Thursday to 
Sunday only; rates from £223).

Hotel California 
Book direct via the hotel’s website and receive 15% off its best available rate, plus 10% 
discount in Karpo Restaurant for dinner.

Hotel Megaro
Book direct via the hotel’s website and receive 15% off its best available rate, plus 10% 
discount in Karpo Restaurant for dinner.

Shopping

LK Bennett
Browse the new Autumn/Winter 2016 collection over a glass of Prosecco, and present 
the KXCQ map in-store (St. Pancras International) to receive an exclusive 10%* discount 
on full price items & receive a luxury gift with every purchase**.  Valid from 22 to 25 
September. *Terms & Conditions / Exclusions apply, ask in-store for more details. **While 
stocks last, limited availability.

The White Company
10% off when customers spend £25 or more in-store (St. Pancras International); offer 
valid when customers sign up to the newsletter with a valid email and address.

About designjunction:
designjunction is a leading exhibition for contemporary interior design and culture, held 
annually in London and New York. The flagship show takes place in London as part of the 
London Design Festival each September – where more than 200 contemporary brands 
present their new collections  to an international audience of architects, interior 
designers, retailers and media. In 2015, the five day exhibition attracted more than 
26,000 visitors through its doors.
thedesignjunction.co.uk
@_designjunction #djKX #ImmersedinDesign #KXCQ

About Knowledge Quarter:
The Knowledge Quarter is a partnership of 73 academic, cultural, research, scientific and 
media organisations within a one-mile radius comprising of King’s Cross, Bloomsbury 
and Euston, who all have within their purpose the creation and dissemination of 
knowledge. Since its launch in December 2014, it has welcome a further 39 
organisations as partners including the Alan Turing Institute, the Arts Catalyst and the 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining. The Knowledge Quarter fosters knowledge 
exchange and collaboration between staff and users of cross-disciplinary communities 
to exchange ideas, expertise and evidence.

http://thedesignjunction.co.uk
http://twitter.com/_designjunction


The Knowledge Quarter partners collectively represent:
•             7 higher education institutions
•             17 cultural institutions
•             21 museums and galleries
•             29 libraries and archives
•             66 partner organisations
•             500 research groups, centres and institutes
•             3,000 scientists
•             12,000 academics
•             50,000 staff
•             77,000 students
•             10,000,0000 annual visitors
•             180,000,000 catalogued items
knowledgequarter.london
@KQ_london

About King's Cross:
King’s Cross is a critically acclaimed 67 acre, 8 million sq ft development in Central 
London. The developer, the King’s Cross Central Limited Partnership, is creating a piece 
of the city, which includes 20 new and refurbished office buildings, nearly 2,000 new 
homes, as well as new shops and restaurants. Aside from the sheer scale, what makes 
King’s Cross different is the determination to create an interesting place with a varied 
mix of uses. The area benefits from a lively and diverse arts and events programme that 
makes use of the world-class public spaces that are being delivered. 
kingscross.co.uk 
@kingscrossN1C

http://knowledgequarter.london
http://twitter.com/KQ_london
http://kingscross.co.uk
http://twitter.com/kingscrossN1C

