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Claridge Architects: The Timber Yard scheme in Birmingham 
gets the go ahead  

Galliard Homes © Hurst Street Facade 

A major development in Birmingham’s Southside district providing high quality homes for 
young professionals has received planning approval. Designed by Claridge Architects for 
joint venture partners Apsley House Capital and Galliard Homes, The Timber Yard will be 
delivering 379 new homes less than 10 minutes walk from New Street Station.  

To reinstate the city’s urban grain, Claridge ’s design involves opening up the 1.58 acre 
site, currently a disused car park, to create new public thoroughfares between its four 
boundary streets, complete with a landscaped courtyard garden and pocket parks. The 
transformation will create social interactions and architectural moments to enhance the 
area, just south of the Hippodrome and its neighbouring restaurants, bars and cafes.  

Two carefully arranged L-shaped apartment buildings will hug the street edge, set around a 
central raised courtyard, giving homes dual aspects both onto the street and back over 
the newly created green spaces. The mixed-use scheme also includes a communal residential 
garden at first floor level, carefully curated perimeter commercial spaces at street level 
and underground parking. 
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The Timber Yard has been designed with the city’s new urban generation in mind, in 
response to both Birmingham’s shortage of accessible housing within the centre, and its 
need to retain key workers, young professionals, and graduates at this time of growth. As 
well as being the UK’s second largest city, Birmingham is the youngest city in Europe with 
more than 40% of its population found to be under the age of 25. It currently has more 
capital committed to its infrastructure projects than any other European city. 
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Claridge’s design approach takes its precedent from the area’s industrial past and 
combines classical architectural proportioning with contemporary design. A refined material 
palette of slate grey brick complemented by lighter acid-etched brick and precast concrete 
detailing is balanced by powder-coated metal framed windows and balustrades and warm 
oak timber in the entrance lobbies. While materiality delivers a strong aesthetic coherence, 
subtle variations in the elevations will lend the development variety and intrigue.  

Marcus Claridge, Director at Claridge Architects, commented: "We look forward to delivering 
high quality homes for young professionals in Birmingham's centre. These will be set in 
green, landscaped parkland, with new public pocket parks and thoroughfares, lending 
architectural moments and interactions that help to enhance people’s lives. We believe 
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carefully considered, quality built environments that incorporate the city’s robust local 
vernaculars can help Birmingham flourish at this time of investment and growth.” 

Stephen Conway, executive chairman of Galliard Homes, said: “We’re thrilled The Timber Yard 
is now one step closer to its groundbreaking. Birmingham offers great growth potential and 
with its lively cultural and social scene it’s the perfect place for young professionals looking 
for a new home. 

“The mixed-use scheme will combine Galliard Homes' signature design aesthetic within the 
residences, plus new, green spaces providing quality homes to the Birmingham market.”  

Robin Norstrom, director of Apsley House Capital, said: “Birmingham is a city with a growing 
reputation on both the national and international stage. Public and private sector 
investment in commercial and residential development and major infrastructure projects, 
such as HS2 and the Metro extension, have created an environment that is attractive to 
investors, businesses and residents alike.  

“Apsley House Capital, together with our joint venture partner Galliard Homes, recognise 
the potential and opportunity that Birmingham represents, which is why we have 
committed to developing more than 2,000 homes in the city, including up to 800 
apartments and townhouses at Soho Loop and a mix of residential units at the AE Harris 
site in the Jewellery Quarter.  

“Now we have achieved planning consent we are looking forward to delivering The Timber 
Yard as part of our Birmingham portfolio.” 

Claridge were appointed architects on the scheme after Galliard Homes and Apsley House 
Capital acquired the site, part of the Gooch Street Estate, in early 2017. The scheme was 
submitted for planning in October 2017. Work will commence immediately, with an estimated 
completion date of 2021. 

Claridge is working on another major project in Birmingham for Galliard Homes and Apsley 
House Capital as the appointed architects on the Soho Loop masterplan; a proposal for a 
major residential-led canal-side quarter with generous, landscaped green spaces and 
canal-side parks for the public, delivering new homes just a mile outside of the city centre. 

- Ends - 

For more information on Claridge Architects please contact:   
Tejal Dave or Claire Barrett at Caro Communications 
T: 0207 713 9388. E. claire@carocommunciations or tejal@carocommunications  

For more information on Apsley House Capital please contact:  
Headline Communications 
Dawn Roberts – 0121 643 4600/ 07966 179930  e: dawn@hline.co.uk  
Matt Taylor – 0121 643 4600/ 07769 700234   e: matt@hline.co.uk  

For more information on Galliard Homes please contact: Penny Sainsbury at Lawrie Cornish  
T: 020 7563 9965 or 07949 301 653. E: penelope@lawriecornish.com 

Notes to editors 
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About Claridge Architects 

Claridge Architects is an award-winning RIBA chartered practice established by Marcus 
Claridge in 2004. The practice has expertise designing and delivering contemporary, 
design-led projects across the commercial, residential and educational sectors. The studio 
has a collaborative approach, working closely with clients, consultants and planning 
authorities to deliver projects firmly rooted in their physical and cultural context that carry 
precision and subtlety. Its work ranges from high quality one-off homes to residential 
schemes and urban masterplans. It is currently working on projects in cities including 
London, Birmingham, Plymouth, Cork and Liverpool.  

www.claridgearchitects.com 

About Apsley House Capital 

Apsley House Capital Plc (AHC) was formed by leading professionals from the property 
sector in response to a rapidly expanding institutional demand for well managed private 
rented sector (PRS) residential property portfolios in and around London and other major 
UK cities. There is a strong market niche for an entity capable of developing an aggregated 
supply of high quality long-term rented stock to the larger institutional market and 
providing ongoing management services. 

AHC aims to become the leading focused developer, aggregator and operator of PRS units. 
The management of AHC has a strong track record of delivering new build residential 
schemes to the highest quality and within defined budgets. AHC has joint venture 
agreements with market leading participants in the residential sector.  

www.apsleyhousecapital.co.uk 

About Galliard Homes 

Founded in 1992 and with over 700 staff, Galliard is a property development, hospitality 
and management group overseeing mixed-use, residential, hotel and commercial projects 
across London and southern England with a multi-billion portfolio of over 5,900 homes, 
hotels, retail premises and commercial properties. Lead by Chief Executive Stephen Conway, 
the Group’s residential projects include new build, conversion and refurbishment 
developments providing apartments, penthouses and houses for private sale and mixed 
tenure projects. Galliard’s commercial projects include collaborations with brands including 
Waitrose, Tesco and Sainsburys and hotel projects including a new 5-star hotel at 3-5 
Great Scotland Yard in Whitehall and three other hotel projects in London in Canary Wharf, 
Greenwich and Deptford providing a total of 284 bedrooms. Recent outstanding examples of 
Galliard hotel projects include the re-development of the 68 room/suite St James’s Club & 
Hotel, now one of Mayfair’s finest boutique hotels; the creation of the new 398 bed Park 
Plaza Hotel at County Hall and the re-development of the Grade II-Listed Jacobean Harte & 
Garter Hotel and Spa near Windsor Castle. 

www.galliardhomes.com

    4

http://www.claridgearchitects.com
http://www.apsleyhousecapital.co.uk
http://www.galliardhomes.com

