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A new home for contemporary art: McCullough 
Mulvin’s Butler Gallery starts on site 

The Butler Gallery, Kilkenny ©McCullough Mulvin Architects 
  
Dublin-based practice McCullough Mulvin Architects have begun refurbishment and 
conservation works to transform an historic former almshouse and garden in Kilkenny into 
a state of the art home for The Butler Gallery - one of Ireland's most vibrant contemporary 
art spaces. 

Formerly located in the kitchens of Kilkenny Castle, in the old Evans Home, a former 
almshouse, the new home for The Butler Gallery will be a dynamic cultural hub in the middle 
of the city, providing a variety of spaces for art installations, sculptures, and temporary 
installations both inside and out.  

Using a similar approach to the award-winning St Mary Medieval Mile Museum - also in 
Kilkenny - which McCullough Mulvin renovated in 2016, the project will sensitively restore 
an historic building and combine it with contemporary interventions to form a successful 
aggregate of the old and the new. 

The main section of the existing 1830s almshouse will be conserved in its essential 
character providing a large, climate controlled, temporary exhibition space to house a 
variety of visual art exhibitions. In contrast, naturally lit, climate controlled galleries in the 

Press contacts:  
gloria@carocommunications.com  
elise@carocommunications.com  1

mailto:gloria@carocommunications.com
mailto:elise@carocommunications.com


 

original rooms will house both the permanent collection and the bequest of Tony O’Malley, 
an internationally renowned Kilkenny born artist. The restored almshouse will provide 
spaces for the education department, staff offices as well as a garden cafe which will open 
out into the sculpture garden. 

McCullough Mulvin’s design for the Butler Gallery includes two, two-storey contemporary 
bronze-anodised extensions which will house a new state-of-the-art black box media 
gallery. These extensions will be connected to the restored 19th century almshouse 
through light-filled glazed passageways, and together will form a seamless set of routes 
and spaces. The fine detail and material of the original Evans home contrasts with the 
simplicity of these new architectural insertions, whilst their common function inextricably 
connects them.  

The Butler Gallery, Kilkenny ©McCullough Mulvin Architects 

The external landscaping for The Butler Gallery will open up the grounds of the mid 19th 
century almshouse to the city, providing a series of open and secluded spaces for art and 
sculpture, including a children’s garden a sensory garden and an exposition of the 
archaeology on the site. The building will be connected to the sculpture garden through a 
series of bold geometric concrete ramps which twist through the history of the site. 

The Gallery will be complete in Autumn 2019. 

- Ends - 

Project Team  
Architects: McCullough Mulvin Architects  
QS: Brendan Merry & Partners  
Contractor: Mythen Construction  
Client: Kilkenny County Council  
Interiors: McCullough Mulvin Architects 
Structural engineer: O’Connor Sutton Cronin  
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M&E engineer: Noel Lawlor Consulting Engineers  
Fire engineer: Michael Slattery & Associates  
Landscape architect: Stephen Diamond  
Conservation consultants: Carrig  

Notes to Editors 

For media enquiries please contact Gloria Roberts or Elise Bell at Caro Communications Tel: 
020 7713 9388 email: gloria@carocommunications.com; elise@carocommunications.com   

About McCullough Mulvin Architects 

Founded by Niall McCullough and Valerie Mulvin, McCullough Mulvin Architects are a Dublin 
based practice specialising in educational, cultural, health and housing projects. 

Collaborative, experimental and open, McCullough Mulvin Architects are unique in 
combining Grade 1 conservation skills with cutting edge contemporary design – making 
innovative projects that fully integrate old buildings and new architecture. Their work is 
sustainable in nature and at the forefront of 21st century debate. 

The practice has been acclaimed in mainland Europe and Asia through projects and awards 
including the American Architecture Prize 2017, Domus Restauro Award Italy 2018 and the 
shortlisting for Mies van der Rohe awards 2011 & 2017. 

http://mcculloughmulvin.com/  
@mcmarchs 
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